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International Affairs 


Foreign Secretary Responds to Israeli ‘Threats’ 


[Interview With Mohammad Shahrayar Khan, Paki- 
stan’s Foreign Secretary, by Zaki Shihab; place and date 
not given: “Pakistan's Foreign Secretary to AL-WASAT: 
Arab and Islamic Governments Have Warned Us of 
Israeli Threats Against Our Nuclear Program”’ 


[Text] Mohammad Shahrayar Khan, Pakistan's foreign 
secretary, has expressed his apprehensions about the 
Israeli threats to strike any Arab or Muslim country that 
possesses a nuclear program. He has said that Pakistan. 
which has a nuclear program, deals with these threats 
“senously and vigilantly.” In the interview, Pakistan's 
foreign secretary touched on the situation in Afghanistan 
and expressed the opinion that it is unlikely that this 
country will be partitioned. Following is the interview 
with Minister Mohammad Shahrayar Khan: 


[Shihab] What 1s going on in Afghanistan currently and 
how do you view implementation of the Peshawar 
accord? 


[Khan] After the lapse of 14 years, the fundamental 
objective for which all the mujahidin factions struggled 
has been accomplished. Therefore, it can be said now 
that their struggle to obstruct the intervention of any 
foreign power in their affairs has ended. The government 
installed as a result of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
has been toppled. On the 24th of last April, leaders of the 
mujahidin factions agreed on a formula for forming a 
new government. But there continues to be disagreement 
among the mujahidin leaders on details concerning 
implementation of the accord concluded in Peshawar. 
We in Pakistan aspire for implementation of the 
Peshawar accord as it was announced and as it was 
concluded by leaders of the well-known factions. But at 
the same time, we expect that there are some obstacles 
and disagreements. The important thing which we know 
is that when an agreement has been concluded among the 
parties concerned by their consent, then this agreement 
must be observed, especially since the Peshawar accord 
was reached by the mujahidin themselves without the 
intervention of any foreign or non-Afghani party. What 
is noted in the said accord is that Sibghatollah Moyad- 
dedi, the Provisional Council chairman, shall cede 
power to Professor Borhanoddin Rabbani and that this 
shall be followed by the formation of a consultative 
council and preparation for a general election, and so 
forth. Mojaddedi has adhered to this accord and has 
announced that he will give up his position so that 
Rabbani, the Islamic Association leader, may take over 


power. 
[Shihab] Is there a danger that Afghanistan will be 


partitioned if the struggle between the various forces 
isn’t ended? 


[Khan] Many talk about this issue. It is true that there 
are various minorities, sects, and ethnic groups in 
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Afghanistan. But they believe now, as they believed in 
the past, in their country’s unity I believe it will be the 
same in the future. The Afghani leaders are fully aware of 
the danger of partitioning Afghanistan. I see no sign of 
the presence of such a threat. The Afghans are wise and 
rational people. They will overcome their small differ- 
ences and will agree on the major issues. Numerous 
countries and peoples expenence crises. Look at the 
disagreements among the Algerians, the Lebanese, or the 
Palestinians. However, there is one agreement that binds 
all these people, namely eagerness to safeguard the 
givens. The Afghan people will not waste their great 
victory to satisfy the ambition of this or that party 


[Shihab] How true is the statement that Golboddin 
Hikmatyar, leader of the Hezb-e Eslami and your tradi- 
tional ally, will be ousted from the game if he persists in 
his well-known position vis-a-vis the other factions? 


{(Khan] Golboddin Hikmatyar is one of the prominent 
Afghan mujahidin leaders. Rather, he 1s an important 
leader. But I don’t share the belief held by many people 
that Hikmatyar is the mujahidin leader closest to the 
Pakistani Government. At one phase of the struggle 
against the communist regime, Golboddin’s forces were 
the most organized of the mujahidin factions. But polit- 
ically, we deal with him as we deal with the other leaders 
Hikmatyar’s bond to Pakistan developed through his 
alliance with one of the Pakistan: political parties. This 
has made it difficult for some people to distinguish the 
bounds of this relationship. At present, we believe that 
any decision concerning Afghanistan must be made by 
the Afghani people themselves. Pakistan deals with 
Afghanistan as an independent and sovereign country 
This dealing is different now than when all of them 
[Afghani factions] were on Pakistani territory, particu- 
larly in Peshawar. The Aighani people can adjudge 
Hikmatyar when he agrees or disagrees with his col- 
leagues. Our belief 1s that the Peshawar accord gave him 
the opportunity to assume the premiership and that he 
has turned it down. If he has done this, then we can do 
nothing about it. Chairman Sibghatullah Mojadded: 
visited Pakistan recently as head of the State of Afghan- 
istan and we received him accordingly. We hope that 
Hikmatyar will cooperate with the other brother leaders 
in Kabul 


[Shihab] What are the steps you are taking to repatriate 
Afghan: refugees? 


[Khan] They have begun returning to their country at the 
rate of 40,000 refugees a week. They are present in our 
country in large numbers. The more stable conditions in 
Afghanistan become, the more refugees we will repa- 
triate. Realizing such an increase depends in large part 
on the efforts and programs drafted by the United 
Nations for this purpose. What 1s involved 1s a transpor- 
tation process that may take between (one year and one 
and one-half year) at least 
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Nuclear Program and Israel's I hreats 


[Shihab] What is Pakistan doing to improve tts relations 
with the United States? 


[Khan] Numerous diplomatic activities are ongoing 
between our two countnes. We are going to visit the 
United States tomorrow (visit has actually taken place) 
One thing is clear to us, namely that misunderstanding 
intensified in the peniod preceding the severance of the 
U.S. financial aid designated for Pakistan ($500 million 
annually), We have now a greater degree of under- 
standing. | hope that the relations will improve, even 
though the United States has certain positrons toward 
our nuciear program and even though it faults our 
country tor not exerting a serious effort to fight drug 
muggling and to curtail drug cultivation. But on the 
political issues, we have greatly similar visions 


Shihab} What do they want of your nuclear program’ 
g 


[Khan| They fear that our nuclear program will be 
converted to military applications. We always insist that 
we have a clear political decision, namely not to convert 
the nuclear program to military purposes. It 1s for 
peaceful purposes in the areas of energy and research 
India, for example, has conducted underground nuclear 
tests since 1974 but the United States has not subjected 
it to a limit beyond which it may not go. Meanwhile, the 
United States demands that it establish for Pakistan 
certain bounds within which Pakistan ts permitted to 
work while giving India a free hand. This ts unfair. We 
have told the United States that we are prepared to agree 
to establishing for our nuclear activity limits equal to 
those permitted India. We haven't exploded anything 
So why is the emphasis put on Pakistan’? The US 
officials have realized this faulty position. With this 
realization, the projection has changed and we have 
begun talking now about concluding nuclear weapons 
nonproliferation treaties and about allowing interna 
tional inspectors to conduct inspections. But we pro- 
posed that this be done through an international confer 
ence that includes five influential parties. Initially, India 
turned down the proposal. But it has begun to talk about 
this issue now, even if in a narrow way, with the purpose 
of procrastinating, not of developing a solution to which 
Washington, London, and Paris, as well as Pakistan 
agree. We are the party that has declared its acceptance 
{f an international step to regulate the presence of 
nuclear programs. Yet, we are the ones who get penal 
ized. Meanwhile, India rejects such a step and its rejec- 
tion goes unchallenged 


( 


‘Shihab] Do the Americans link suspension of your 
nuclear program with resumption of the financial aid” 


[Khan] U.S. aid has been withheld from us and given to 
others. We will not ask for this aid. Prime Minister 


Nawaz Sharif has said it clearly: We want good relations 
with the United States. If you restore financial aid, this 1s 
good. Else, the issue will change nothing in our country 
We will not agree to the imposition of conditions on the 
iuclear program. At the same time, we 
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today, we are not behind any other nation in our desire 
to stop proliferation of nuclear technology. However, we 
are strongly opposed to the efforts to establish techno- 
logical ‘imperialism’ while trying to attain the lofty goal 
of limiting spread of nuclear weapons.” The president 
said that answer to the problem of controlling nuclear 
technology 1s not im hiding the technology but in 
removing the causes of tension in the world 


President Urged To Ignore Pressure Against 
Nuclear Program 


92481112B Karachi JANG in Urdu 27 May 92 p 3 


[Editonal: “Right To Benefit From Advanced Technol- 
ogy”) 


[Text] President Ghulam Ishaq Khan has said that 
Pakistan will not stop its nuclear program unilaterally 
He was addressing the Silver Jubilee celebration of the 
Pakistan Institute of Nuclear Science and Technology on 
Monday and said that expecting Pakistan to abandon its 


nuclear program in response to the so-called goai of 


nuclear nonproliferation would be unrealistic and unfair 
The president made it clear that Pakistan’s nuclear 
program 1s peaceful and, because Pakistan supports the 
concept of nuclear nonproliferation, it will not transfer 
this technology to any other country 


Pakistan, just like any other developing country, needs to 
utilize all kinds of modern technologies, including 
nuclear technology, in order to remedy the serous 
problem of energy shortage and to make progress in the 
areas of agriculture, industries, education, and health 
The president is mght in saying that one should not 
complain about how knowledge 1s acquired when it 1s 
being used to advance humanity. A point to ponder: If 
we let a few countnes monopolize nuclear technology 
and other knowledge, then the result would be curbing 
knowledge and suspending human progress. In addition 
allowing a few nations with specific ideologies have 
monopoly over nuclear technology can result in total 
destruction of humanity any time, and the whole world 
has seen the example of such a monopoly in the devas- 
tating destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. There- 
fore, we must agree to end monopolies in any branch of 
knowledge that help vested interests and encourage 
development of modern technologies for peaceful uses 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan ts perfectly right in saying 
that if they really want to establish a world order based 
on love and understanding then they must first broaden 
their minds. Therefore, it would be very difficult to 
impose any political, economic, educational, or warlike 
policy based on extortion, pressure, prejudice, and 
unfairness at international level 


Pakistan's stand on nuclear technology 1s so clear and 
legitimate that no impartial person can object to it 
Pakistan believes in peaceful uses of nuclear technology 
just like any other knowledge. We have demonstrated 
our broad mind about it both regionally and at the 
international level. India and other countnes spread 
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baseless rumors about Pakistan's nuclear program. In 
order to prove that they are lying all we have to do 1s to 
reter to the fact that none of these countries 1s willing to 
sit down at a table and talk with Pakistan on this issue 
Obviously, India 1s wormed most about our nuclear 
program and it is mdiculous because India already 
blasted a nuclear bomb in 1974. Pakistan has not done 
anything in this area at all. India 1s not willing to allow an 
international inspection of its nuclear installations. It 
has not shown a willingness to sign a bilateral agreement 
with Pakistan. In the past, India used to reject Pakistan's 
proposals by referring to China's nuclear program. Now 
Pakistan has proposed holding a conference in which 
China, Russia, and the United States will be invited to 
Participate. India does not agree with this proposal 
either. If a country still objects to Pakistan's nuclear 
program even after such generous proposals by us, there 
can be no other meaning for action except that it does 
not recognize our right to survive as an intelligent and 
proud nation. Therefore, we have no reason to let it 
blackmail us and stop our educational progress and 
social welfare plans. In order to remedy our various 
problems, we must focus on research and development 
in nuclear as well as other areas and not let the totally 
unfair efforts of a specific lobby be a wal! in the path of 
our progress 


Atomic Energy Commission Director Resigns 


YIASIIIZ7E Islamabad THE MUSLIM in Enelish 
20 Jun 92 pl] 


[Article by Mohammad Yasin: “PAEC Project Director 
Quits’ 


[Text] Islamabad, June |9: Sharp differences among the 
senior level management cadre of Pakistan Atomic 
Energy Commission [PAEC] over the proposed purchase 
of a 300-MW [megawatt] nuclear power plant from 
China on turnkey basis claimed its first casualty when 
the Project Director and Incharge of the sensitive 
project, resigned his post last week, THE MUSLIM 
learnt from authentic sources 


According to sources, Dr. Syed Bashiruddin Mahmood. 
the Proyect Director of the multi-million dollar research 
and development project, submitted his resignation to 
the Chairman of the PAEC 


In a letter addressed to the Chairman, he 1s reported to 
have said it was no longer possible for him to go along 
with the PAEC’s policy of going for turnkey projects 
ignoring indigenous development of the needed technol 
ogies. “I wish to exercise my option to voluntarily retire 
from public service under the scheme announced by the 
government for BPS 21 and 22 officers,” Dr. Bashir- 
uddin Mahmood, a senior officer in M-2 grade (BPS 21) 
said in his letter 


PAEC 1s yet to take a decision on the resignation. Dr 
Mahmood was not available for comments. When con- 
tacted at his phone number, THE MUSLIM was 
informed that he had gone to Murree 
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Differences within the top rung of PAEC scientists 
surfaced about two years ago when the Commission 
initiated negotiations with China for a 300 megawatt 
nuclear power reactor. One lobby pleaded that the pro- 
posed nucleir reactor contract with China must ensure 
maximum participation and uulisation of the local man- 
power and available ‘ndusinal capability. The other 
lobby however took the stand that the country’s indus- 
trial capability had not yet rc sched a level where it could 
enter in big way to build a sophisticated nuclear power 
plant. To this line of thinking, the former lobby rebutted, 
maintaining if Pakistan could operate the Kahuta 
research laboratories with the help of available local 
resources and run a Mirage rebuild factory, it was 
likewise possible for Pakistan to accept the challenge of 
building a N-power plant. The lobby took the plea that 
the Commission had on its own built a complete nuclear 
fuel cycle complex involving uranium mining, refining 
and fuel-making. This expertise, the lobby argues, can be 
pressed into service for building the N-power reactor 
The nuclear fuel-making facility has been meeting the 
fuel needs of the Karachi Nuclear Power Plant 
|[KANU PP] for the last |0 years in the wake of stoppage 
of the supply of fuel to the KANU PP by Canada in 1976 


The lobby favouring turnkey N-power plant, however 
argues that in view of the very high standards of safety 
required for the manufacture of the nuclear plant, the 
local industrial infrastructure and manpower cannot 
deliver the goods. Their strongest argument is that some 
very vital components of a N-power reactor like elec- 
tronic controls, high pressure pumps and computer 
system made by advanced industnal countnes are hard 
to get from the West 


This lobby had tts case accepted and Pakistan signed the 
contract with China for 300 megawatt N-power reactor 
This contract envisaged cent percent turnkey project and 
also import of 2000 unskilled Chinese labour to ensure 
timely completion of the project. [sentence as published] 


The lobby against turnkey project got its chance some 
weeks ago when it dawned upon the authorities that 
China might not be able to get vital reactor components 
from the West because of the embargoes placed on it. It 
was learnt that China did not make the vital components 
and in case 0. strict embargo by the West, the plant 
construction in Pakistan might not only be delayed but 
also could be cancellec 


The upshot of the debate on safety measures and heavy 
reliance on the imported stuff were transfers of a number 
of senior level management grade officers including 
some project directors to unimportant posts. The ser- 
vices of a senior cadre officer Dr. S.M. Bhutta have been 
loaned to the Ministry of Water and Power 


Dr. N.A. Javed and Abdul Majid, who were working on 
various aspects of nuclear power and fuel cycle, had also 
been transferred and replaced with technical managers 
who agreed with PAEC’s decision to go for turnkey 
projects 
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Nation’s Leaders Seen Out of Touch With People 


924S1117D Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
9 Jun 92 p6 


{Editorial: “We Could Do Without These Pretenders’’} 


{Text} Do we have a government? You must be joking 
Not one but three governments are running the affairs of 
the country. First, there is the Parliamentary govern- 
ment of Mian Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, then the Pres- 
idential government of Khan Ghulam Ishaq Khan and 
(take a deep breath) the military government of last 
resort. |magine three railway trains running on parallel 
tracks at full speed, each with its air-conditioned luxury 
compartments occupied by a privileged few. The people 
waiting at the wayside station are left wrapped in a cloud 
of dust and smoke 


There 1s no doubt that each of these governments 1s 
pertormance-onented: They want to impress the people 
that their sole concern 1s the stability and development 
of the country. In his largely attended public meetings, so 
carefully arranged by the Chief Minister of Punjab. the 
Prime Minister looks like a popular orator willing to lay 
down his life for the starving masses. He has developed 
a singular style of talking about himself in the third 
person. He raises his arms and intorms his audience that 
“Nawaz Shari! loves the poor,” that “Nawaz Sharif will 
never betray the people’ He does not relish making 
Statements in the National Assembly. The gossip is that 
every visit to the Assembly costs him (meaning the 
public exchequer) at least two crore of rupees with all the 
applicants and supplicants seeking monetary assistance 
jobs and allotments. A remarkably generous person, the 
Prime Minister rarely visits any locality without show- 
ering money on its inhabitants. During his latest soyourn 
in Sindh, he granted a package of Rupees 5 billion to a 
Sinte-torn province run by a non-existent government 
The Prime Minister did not pause to explain where the 
money was going to come from. Would the budget deficit 
now go up from Rupees 6) billhon to Rupees 70 billion” 
Perhaps the Prime Minister 1s under the impression that 
all the social and poltical complaints and grievances of 
the people of Sindh can be pushed under this five billion 
rupee carpet 


The Presidential government wears an august look As a 
symbol of the Federation, it considers itself above criti 
cism. Yet the Presidential Secretariat likes to act as the 
eyes and ears of the people. The daily court circulars read 
like a list of disgruntied politicians, retired military 
officers, religious leaders and whosoever has an axe to 
grind, making his way to the Presidential Palace. These 
wheeler-dealers all try to convince the President that 
without him the country would be lost 


The government of last resort 1s waiting in the wings in 
full uniform—ready to go. As the custodian of the 
security of the country, the army pretends to have no 
political arms or ambitions. But every day Pakistan 1s 
looking more and more like Thailand. Retired military 
officers are going into business, politics and journalism 
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and betore long all political parties will come under tt fficers leading them, who will be on the stree 
patronage or control of some tormer General. Admira Villages. in touch with the mmon mat 


The political life of the country 1s dominated by st 
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flicts between the three governments. But there 1s a ta if " ri 
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In all major operations necessitating the army’s deploy- 
ment, to ‘restore the writ of the government’, the com- 
mander and the force under him were equipped not only 
with the powers required to control and normalise the 
situation but also be indemnified for action taken to 
achieve the given objective. 


Off-hand I can recall Operations Jute, Operation Service 
First and Operation Close Door—all in former East 
Pakistan in the early and mid-fifties. While these oper- 
ations lasted, civilian authority stayed in a sort of 
suspended animation and, for all practical purposes, at 
the beck and call of the army commander. 


Operation Close Door, the largest and the longest mili- 
tary operation launched in aid of civilian power (1957- 
58), GOC, 14 Infantry Division, (Dhaka) Major General 
Umrao Khan, enjoyed full control and use of the entire 
civil-military state apparatus. For all his sins of omission 
and commission he reported only to the superior head- 
quarters (GHQ) and, through it, to the Centre. While the 
operation lasted his authority remained absolute, and 
unchallenged in a court of law after it was all over. 


In West Pakistan, the army (or rather the armed forces) 
was deployed on a much larger scale in situations of mass 
uprisings, and insurgencies in addition to the three 
general martial laws, three wars, and countless border 
skirmishes and ceasefire violations, all waged from West 
Pakistan. 


In every such contingency the army was given absolute 
authority while the situation lasted and assured of 
indemnity once the decks were cleared. 


Balochistan has perhaps known more military interven- 
tions than any other province. Even at the birth of the 
new country, military force had to be used to make the 
Khan of Kalat see the patent folly of declining to accede 
to Pakistan; then again in 1958, 1964 and finally in 
1973-77 through what turned out to be the only guerilla 
insurgency (or war?) in Pakistan’s history under the 
democratic government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 


The Frontier province had known military intervention, 
in local and trans-border contingencies for times without 
number. 


None of the contingencies recounted above involved 
resort to martial law, and were, therefore, handled 
without supplanting civilian authority. Under martial 
law such as in Lahore (1953) and the country (1958, ‘69 
and ‘77) the question of civilian authority would not 
arise at all. It would be naked military rule all the way. 


In Sindh, happily, the situation has not, as yet, taken so 
ugly a turn as to necessitate recourse to sterner measures 
like the imposition of Governor’s rule or an outright 
imposition of martial law. All the same, the army 1s all 
over the place charged with the task of restorating the 
writ of the government. 
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It is a most formidable task; and the army is supposed to 
accomplish it without either desecrating the political 
temple or penetrating the administrative sanctum sanc- 
forum. 


Like a kimono, the army is supposed to cover everything 
without touching anything. How Commander, 5 Corps, 
goes about his job remains to be seen. 


Sindhi Press Sees Shortcomings 


2AS1204D Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
27 Jun 92 p4 


[Article by Azizur Rahman Bughio: “Government’s 
Reluctance To Recognise Realities Criticised’’; quota- 
tion marks as published] 


[Text] Unlike the national press, the Sindhi Press, reflec- 
tive of the feelings of the people of Sindh is not at all 
shocked and surprised at the exposure of Muhajir Qaumi 
Movement’s [MQM] misdeeds and excesses against 
humanity in the torture cells now laid bare by the Army 
action in Karachi. They were known to the Sindhis who 
had gone through the tortuous life at various stages of the 
coming into being of this ethnic organisation. But what 
has actually shocked and pained them 1s the reluctance 
on the part of the IJI Government to call spade a spade 
and adopt an honourable course to disown “this dan- 
gerous and fascist group” which continues to share the 
rule at federal as well as at the provincial level. 


From the very first day of its creation during Zia’s 
dictatorial regime, the people of Sindh were aware about 
the designs of MQM [Muhajir Qaum Movement], as it 
never made a secret of what it had in mind. Later, under 
a strong official patronage, this group made quick moves 
of entry into political life of the country, winning elec- 
tions through sheer tactics of terror, victimisation and 
black-mail. Calling themselves Muhajir after 45 years 
stay was deliberately a dangerous development aimed at 
refusing to establish an honest contact with and merge 
among the people they were around. Insistence on and 
assertion of separate entity on the basis of cultural 
exclusiveness prompted them to adopt methods and 
manners distinct and different from the people eventu- 
ally resulting in maintaining distance from the rest of the 
population. They did not realise that this attempt of 
‘distance-keeping’ from the people would ultimately dis- 
tance and deprive them of developing close association 
with and genuine involvement in the land they had their 
abodes on. That was to give them much-needed identity 
in the new environment and amaigamate them into the 
whole. But that natural course was not adopted with the 
result that they drifted away towards aloofness and 
irrelevance. Detached from the locals and the land, they, 
today, stand on political plank with no relevance to 
realities on the ground and hence their present problems. 


But in the wake of the present exposure of MQM, the 
Federal Government is losing whatever moral ground it 
had to keep this partner in politics in tact, without 
coming out clear from the present political mess. The 











12 POLITICAL 


decision to send a fact-finding committee to Karachi 
when the facts are before the eyes of all after the 
unearthing of torture cells and mass-registration of FIRs 
against the leadership of this group, reflects reluctance 
not to recognise realities and by-pass the eye-opening 
events. This strategy seems to be a delaying tactic to gain 
time for MQM ‘Hagqiqi’ to stand on the debris and 
destruction of MQM ‘Hag Parast’, so that the present 
unholy partnership in political game goes undisturbed 
and no need is felt to accommodate the demands for a 
truly representative government in Sindh. 


It is this deliberate attempt to continue ruling this 
province from Islamabad that has annoyed the Sindhi 
Press which finds no difference between the two warring 
groups of MQM. Almost all the dailies are filled with 
statements, reactions, assessments and editorials to dis- 
play the fear, anger and anxiety of the people of Sindh 
following Army crack-down on Karachi. The Ibrat (21/ 
6), The Hilal-i-Pakistan, Awami Awaz and Jago (23/6) 
have editorially demanded clear cut action warranted by 
the events in Karachi, doing justice to both the wrong- 
doers and the wronged, with criminals in the dock and 
the innocent and the suffering people treated with sym- 
pathy and solution they deserve. 


The Awami Awaz fails to understand the official par- 
tiality shown to the MQM leadership in shape of protec- 
tion given to them in the face of unearthing of torture 
centres of this very group shown officially to the media 
representatives. The paper points out the anamoly of 
registration of FIRs [First Information Reports] of mur- 
ders against MQM Chief, on one hand and Prime 
Minister's meetings with him as a brother, on the other. 
The paper asks if this official attitude of sympathy and 
respect to Mr Altaf Husain renders the government a 
partner in the crime and inheritor of the torture camps. 


The Jago, in this connection, doubts if proper notice of 
MM ’s misdeeds would be taken in the present environ- 
ment of official political patronage extended to this 
group which stands naked, following Army action in 
Karachi, although this is the best occasion to root out the 
real cause of political instability and remedy the dan- 
gerous situation in Sindh. The paper warns the govern- 
ment against its “role and responsibility in the present 
state of fascism lawlessness waywardiness and frustra- 
tions whose one reflection is MQM.” The state and its 
other characters are responsible for the present plight of 
the people and democracy in the country. What for the 
people are being avenged, asks the paper. As a part of 
this conspiracy, the paper thinks the Martial Law was 
imposed in 1977 to deprive the people of their basic 
rights and all this in the name of Islam, including 
emergencies, Zia’s referendum, partyless elections, war 
in Afghanistan, etc. 


The paper maintains that this entirely is anti-country 
situation and demands “‘a comprehensive remedy before 
this country-wide hostility assumes dangerous propor- 
tion bringing a catastrophe on us all, never to be able to 
come out from.” 
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Again, the same daily (24/6) feels something fishy about 
“the discovery of a very small quantity of weapons in 
Karachi where there are Kalashnikovs in lakhs.” The 
paper demands “to see complete end of terrorism. 
Nothing less than that is acceptable to us. If the known 
criminals withdraw from the traditional terrorism of 
MQM, how can they be pardoned?” 


The paper suspects that “the new political situation 
emerging as a result of the Army operation seems to be a 
part of new conspiracy. If the criminals of MQM were to 
be newly organised and were enabled to seek pardon by 
joining the rebel group, then others can excuse them but 
not the Sindhis who, being makers of Pakistan and now 
its genuine defenders do not want to see any shelter for 
terrorists criminals and those with FIRs against them. 
"We are not prepared to praise a doubtful justice." 
According to the paper, ’Sindhis are a nation with whom 
either open enmity or open friendship could be done and 
there is no third thing in their history allowing hypocricy 
acceptable to them.* 


The paper warns those busy re-organising MOM that this 
will not do because it is harmful not to Sindh but to 
democracy and ultimately to Pakistan also. 


The Awami Awaz (24/6) wants to know how those 
leaving Altaf Husain could become angels by merely 
joining hands with Aamer and Bader Iqbal and if they 
will be tried on the basis of the registered cases against 
them. The paper also wants to know if one MQM will be 
finished and another brought in its place.** If it 1s so, then 
all the dacoits will not lag behind and will offer their 
support to Syed Muzaffar Hussain Shah. Then, will the 
government and the operation authorities accept this 
position and pardon the culprits,” argues the paper. The 
paper demands setting-up of a special tribunal to probe 
into the alleged “misdeeds of this terrorist and foreign 
agent organisation.” 


Economic Rehabilitation Needed 


Y2AS1204E Islamabad THE MUSLIM in Enelish 
27 Jun 92 p 6 


[Article by S. Ahmed: “New Questions After Army 
Action in Sindh”; first paragraph is THE MUSLIM 
comment] 


[Text] The army has crushed what was tts own offspring 
in Sindh but S. Ahmed thinks the military gains may be 
squandered unless the Centre is ready with a political 
and economic rehabilitation package after the first phase 
of army action 1s over. 


A militant political party with an ethnic label sponsored 
by the military rulers has ultimately been crushed by the 
army itself to the glee of many elements in Karachi and 
even more in the interior of Sindh 


The question asked now is: Can the Mohayir Qaumi 
Movement [MQM] rise again and hit back? But the army 
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has hit it so hard and is taking no chances in respect of its 
survival in the previous dreaded form, it can’t rise again 
right now. 


A counter product of the 1983 MRD [expansion not 
given] Movement, which was more successful in Sindh 
than elsewhere, the MQM was built up by Gen Zia to 
arrest the tendency of Mohajirs, who then called them- 
selves new Sindhis, and the old Sindhis coming together 
after two decades of estrangement or hostility to each 
other. He sought to divide Sindh in such a manner that 
two major groups in it would be pitted against each other 
instead of turning against him jointly. 


Gen Zia created the MQM also as counter to the Jamiat- 
i-Islami with which he had become disillusioned by then 
and did not like its militancy as reflected in the menacing 
postures of the Jamaiat-e-Tuleba and the ideological 
stridency of the Jamaat which then tried to pose as the 
sole custodian of Islam. 


In an extremely absurd and short-sighted manner Mr. 
G.M. Syed also collaborated in the birth of the MQM in 
the hope it would drive the Punjabis and Pathans out of 
Sindh, particularly rural Sindh where they owned vast 
lands. After the MQM had driven out others, the Sindhis 
were to fix the MQM which by then would have become 
weakened, in his reckoning. 


But ultimately what was created as a handy political tool 
in the hands of Gen Zia turned to be a veritable tiger 
claiming to speak on behalf of all the Mohajirs in Sindh 
and brooking no opposition to it from Mohajirs and to a 
large extent from others. 


And now, while the chief of the MQM Altaf Hussain has 
been in London for the last four months, the party has 
been smashed in Karachi with the Vice-President Saleem 
Shahzad too arrested, and murder and other major cases 
against many leaders including Altaf Hussain. 


The army has opened four centres in Karachi to register 
cases against the MQM and hundreds of cases have been 
filed against the MQM by its victims whose FIRs were 
not as registered by the police as long as the MQM was in 
power in Sindh. Many of the charges are very serious. 


Four of the MQM MNAs [members of national 
assembly] have deserted the party and joined the dissi- 
dents headed by Afaq Ahmad, Amir Khan and Badr 
Iqbal, former Sindh Transport Minister, and some 
number of MQM MPAs [members of provincial 
assembly] have also deserted their party. 


Rumours have it that the invisible chairman of the 
MQM Azim Tariq will also join the rebels. But he has 
denied it, and berated the rebels. But strikingly no case 
had been filed against him in the complaint centres or 
the police stations until Wednesday when this is being 
written. Which way the moderate MQM Speaker of the 
Sindh Assembly Abdul Raziq Khan will go remains to be 
seen. 
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Normally the MQM should have left the coalition gov- 
ernment in Sindh headed by Mr. Muzaffar Shah as well 
as from the Centre, where it has two Ministers. But it 1s 
not taking such a step for fear that if their ministers leave 
the government in Sindh and at the Centre they may be 
hit harder. 


Such a stance on its part is understandable as the party’s 
birth was sponsored by the government and it has been 
in the government or close to it except in the brief period 
after it left the PPP [Pakistan People’s Party] govern- 
ment in Sindh. 


Out of the nine persons killed since the army action 
started on Friday, only five are MQM activists but the 
number of activists arrested is said to be 50 out of the 
total of 545 persons arrested since Friday. 


Surprisingly the army has not moved into Hyderabad 
which is the second MQM stronghold in Sindh. Will that 
strike come as a part of the army action in the interior of 
Sindh? Mayor Aftab Ahmad Shaikh ts known to have 
differences with Mr Altaf Hussain for a long time now. 
Which way will he go now? 


Meanwhile the torture chambers or cells set up by the 
MQM, beginning with an infamous one in the Lines 
Area, are being exposed one after another spotlighting 
the terrible method employed by MQM. 


The PPP is happy to see the crack-down on the MQM as 
it has been its fiercest enemy opposed to any kind of 
power-sharing between IJI-PPP in Sindh. The army 
action has been openly or tacitly welcomed by the PPP. 
If the MQM is finally eliminated the PPP’s major 
challenger to power in Sindh will vanish. 


While a large number of people welcome the objective of 
the army action, they do not approve of the methodology 
employed. Surely if the army came to end lawlessness, it 
should not have enabled the dissidents, whom it has 
been protecting so far, to occupy the MQM offices, 
including the main office at Al Karam Square. Nor 
would it have encouraged or permitted the dissidents to 
take ov’ victory processions one after another. 


But the fact is that the MQM’s normal terror machine 
could not have been eliminated through the common 
electoral or political process. The MQM had too strong a 
hold on its areas and others were not permitted to break 
in. So the army has been trying to correct one wrong with 
another, using first the MQM dissidents to create ground 
for the army to move in. 


But it appears that it was not only the MQM which had 
torture cells in Karachi. The Punjabi-Pathan Ittehad 
leader Ghulam Sarwar Awan, a former cop, 1s also said 
to have had his own torture cell. The army 1s looking for 
him. The army had last year exposed various frauds he 
had committed to make a great deal of money and yet he 
was not arrested, tried and punished. 


In such a context the departure of Mr. Irfan Marwat, 
Adviser to the Chief Minister on Home, and now on 
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Health, along with his has given mse to a spate of 
rumours. Newspapers have begun reporting some of his 
misdeeds. It has now been said that an agent of his 
Gulzareen, a former Sub-inspector, used to collect Rs 
30,000 and more for jobs for doctors in the government. 
The crimes of the CIA personnel which are being 
unearthed now, would also rebound on him as he had 
brought his cousin Samiullah Marwat as D.I-CIA. And 
the Adviser used to spend a lot of time in the CIA office. 
Such exposure of Mr. Marwat would reflect adversely on 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan who ts his father-in-law. 


What has taken place so far in Karachi ts only Act I of the 
five act play. Act II will be the action in the interior of 
Sindh. Will the PPP and other political parties in the 
interior of Sindh who are quietly or openly hailing the 
army action do the same when the army strikes equally 
decisively in the interior of the province? 


Will the MPAs from the interior of Sindh then support 
Mr. Mazaffar Shah or revolt against him and dump him? 
Abandoned by the MQM and other MPAs backing him 
hitherto, where will he stand? If he loses his majority 
support and no one within the ruling coalition has 
majority support, the constitutional alternative 1s not 
Governor's rule, but asking the PPP to form the govern- 
ment if it has a mayorty. And if the PPP 1s asked to form 
the government will it be able to command a majority? 
But it will nct be asked to form the government. 


Instead what the Sindh government may have 1s suspen- 
sion of the Provincial Assembly for six months, the 
period in which the army action is to be conducted 
initially on a sustained basis. If instead the Assembly is 
dissolved and Governor's Rule 1s imposed on the prov- 
ince, elections would have to be held within 90 days. 
That could mean a PPP victory which Islamabad wants 
to avoid at all cost. So does the MQM even after it has 
been bartered. 


The problem now for Islamabad 1s to have a government 
or democratic set-up in Sindh keeping out the first and 
second largest parties in Sindh. And that ts a tough or 
impossible act. Many violations of the spirit of the 
Constitution will be committed in the process. 


Will the MQM Hageeq: Group supplant the MQM Haq 
Parast Group” If 1t does how large it ultimately turns out 
to be remains to be seen. But the powers that be will take 
care that the new MQM will not become a menace like 
the old one. Anyway, enough number of cases have 
already been filed against its leaders and so they have to 
be wary of them. 


Any kind of MQM without gates or fortresses will not be 
the kind of dreaded party it was. The army 1s hence 
focusing on removing all those gates, beginning with the 
Lines Area to which the police and the Rangers had 
hardly any access until recently 


After all the criminal and most extreme elements, both 
in urban and rural Sindh. have been levelled down, 
prosecuted and punished, what next? How to prevent the 
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rebirth and ascendancy of militant parties? The eco- 
nomic problems of the province, particularly massive 
unemployment, will have to be solved. There has to be 
large scale investment and real economic growth. 
Without such massive rehabilitation work the military 
gains may be squandered in the political and economic 
void. So the Centre has to be ready with the rehabilita- 
tion package to come into force soon after the first phase 
of the army action 1s over. 


President Responsible 


924S1204F Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
26 Jun 92 p 6 


[Editonal: “The President Owes an Explanation” 


[Text] THE PAKISTAN TIMES, a government- 
controlled newspaper, has reported that a joint investi- 
gative team is Carrying Out a probe into the assets of Mr 
Irfanullah Marwat, son-in-law of the President and 
Advisor to Sindh government. The Veena Hyat rape case 
in which Mr Marwat was allegedly involved has been 
re-opened and enquiries are also being made intc certain 
other accusations relating to misuse of official position 
and other irregularities (June 25). A couple of days ago, 
it was reported that Mr Marwat had left the country for 
a bnef sojourn in Europe after obtaining leave of absence 
from the Chief Minister of Sindh 


During the Senate debate on June 24, Senator Iqbal 
Haider stated that President Ghulam Ishaq Khan had 
facilitated Mr Marwat’s departure from the country, and 
it was in the President's car that he was taken to the 
Islamabad airport. Mr Iqbal Haider also claimed that 
army action against certain ciements in the Punjabi- 
Pukhtoon Ittehad suspected of involvement in terrorist 
acts was delayed to enable Mr Marwat to make good his 
escape. This had put a question mark against operation 
clean-up. When Mr Iqbal Haider was making these 
insinuations and accusations, the House was listening to 
him in pin-drop silence. None of the Federal Ministers, 
and at least six of them were present for a change, nor 
any member of the ruling party raised any objection or 
offered any clarification. The reflection cast by the 
Senator on the President evoked no protest whatever 


We know that the government does not have much time 
for the press, but when such serious accusations are 
made against the Head of State by a Senator, some 
explanation, some clarification 1s necessary to allay the 
misgivings of the people. When scores of people, against 
whom enquiries are in progress, have been put on the 
exit-control list, why was an exception made in the case 
of Mr Marwat? If an official has a persistent reputation 
of being corrupt or immoral, it 1s ground enough for his 
dismissal. Mr Marwat certainly enjoys such a reputation 
and he owes it to himself and to his father-in-law to face 
the enquiry that has been ordered against him. Disap- 
pearing from the scene only puts a suspect in a vulner- 
able position 
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Unfortunately, the President, too, has been put in an 
awkward situation. Tliere are various questions which 
are troubling the minds of the people, and he alone can 
answer them. He has to tell the people about his attitude 
regarding the conduct of his son-in-law in successive 
governments in Sindh. It is widely believed that the 
President has been exercising complete control on the 
affairs of Sindh, and it was with his approval and 
encouragement that Jam Sadiq Ali pursued a calculated 
policy aimed at the suppression of the People’s Party. 
The late Jam Sadiq Ali made no secret of his loyalty to 
the President and considered himself accountable to 
none other than the President. The President himself 
expressed on more than one occasion, complete satisfac- 
tion with the law and order situation in Sindh under the 
Jam regime. It is difficult to believe that the President, 
who considers himself authorised to question any deci- 
sion taken by the government and receives reports from 
all intelligence agencies, was unaware of the real situa- 
tion in Sindh. Why was he telling the people that with the 
elimination of the Benazir Bhutto government, things 
had returned to normal? Was he not aware of the 
draconian measures that Jam Sadiq Ali was adopting to 
destroy the administration in the province? 


It is also known that the President has maintained close 
contacts with the MQM, particularly its godfather, Mr 
Altaf Hussain. Did the President know that the MQM 
{Muhayir Qaum Movement] had established a network 
of torture cells in parts of Karachi and that the Federal 
and provincial governments had become willing tools in 
the hands of the organisation? 


Sindh was teetering on the verge of collapse when 
operation clean-up was ordered. Did the President, who 
had made the province his special concern (if not his fief) 
observe the steady slide of the province to'vard chaos? 
After all, his own son-in-law was in charge of law and 
order and he must have kept him informed of the 
developments. The suspicion ts that the President not 
only knew what was going on but was for some reason 
inclined to ignore the misdeeds of Jam Sadig Ali and his 
associates. Indeed, he was so closely in touch with the 
day-to-day affairs of the province that when a charge of 
rape was levelled against his son-in-law Irfanullah Mar- 
wat, he lost no time in swearing by his innocence. 


Senator Ishtiaq Azhar of MQM who met the President 
on June 22 said in his speech in the Senate a day later 
that the Chief of the Army Staff was acting in a partisan 
manner. He claimed that the assurances given to the 
MQM when the decision was taken to launch operation 
clean-up were not being honoured. What were the assur- 
ances given to the MQM? And who gave those assur- 
ances? Mr Ishtiaq Azhar also stated that he came away 
from his meeting with the president with the impression 
that the President's instructions to the army not to 
occupy the offices of MQM were not being honoured. 
Again no explanation or rebuttal was offered by any 
Senator belonging to the IJI. Nor has any contradiction 
been issued so far by the President's Secretariat. One 
must, therefore, assume that some assurances protective 


POLITICAL 15 


of its interests must have been given to the MQM. The 
people are entitled to know why any assurance that was 
likely to go against the declared objective of the govern- 
ment to keep the army operation absolutely neutral and 
even-handed, was ever given to the MQM. Was it not 
realised that any MQM-oriented assurances would only 
jeopardise the operation and undermine the prestige of 
the Armed Forces? 


The President chaired all the important meetings where 
the objectives of the operation were discussed and 
decided. He must now take the nation into confidence. 
The people must know whether the province of Sindh 
has remained hostage to MQM for so long to suit the 
political designs of the President or the IJ] government 
or both. The President will be told not to descend to the 
level of persons who ask such irreverent questions. We 
would like to assure the President that we have raised 
these questions because they are on everybody's mind. 
They are causing great concern and confusion and if they 
remain unanswered they will undermine the prestige of 
the government and the effectiveness of the Armed 
Forces. Public memory may be short but it has a way of 
recalling every insult, every slight and every gesture of 
indifferences. Those whom th: people put on a pedestal 
must not forget that they remain accountable to the 
people and within their reach, and however lofty the 
pedestals may look, they have a way of sinking into 
oblivion 


Solutions Not Easy 


92481204G Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
26 Jun 92 p 6 


[Article by Syed Fahd Husain: “The Sindh Wound 
Continues To Bleed”; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] As events unfold at breakneck speed, Karachi 
remains embroiled in a turmoil of political activity. The 
future has never been more uncertain. Power, which was 
hesitantly flowing from the Chief Minister's office has 
now been re-routed through the barrel of the gun. 


Will Muzaffar Shah survive? What does the future hold 
for the MQM? These burning questions are dominating 
the minds of the majority. Whatever the answers, one 
thing is certain—the army 1s now in full command and 
the power-sharing troika of the Chief Minister, 1G Sindh 
and the Corps Commander 1s, for all practical purposes, 
defunct. 


The options in front of Islamabad are threefold: 


1) Try to hold together the present coalition in the Sindh 
government, as powerless as it may be; 


2) Remove the present Chief Minister and nominate 
someone more acceptable to the major players, who 
could play a more effective role: 


3) Dissolve the assembly and impose Governor's rule 
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The first option is becoming increasingly difficult with 
each passing day. The army feels frustrated as legally it 
remains answerable to the civilian authorities. Muzaffar 
Shah is reported to have been not too happy about the 
assertive role of the army and the major changes that it 
has demanded tn the civil administration. Mr Shah had 
to scurry away to Islamabad to complain about his 
grievances. It was only after assurances from the Capital 
that he apparently came back to Karachi satisfied. 


As such, he 1s playing no useful role in the scheme of 
things. His coalition government is hanging Dy a thread. 
It is believed that if the army is given full powers under 
Article 245, many sitting MPAs [members of the provin- 
cial assembly] of the Sindh Assembly will be nabbed on 
charges of illegal activities and harbouring and pro- 
tecting dacoits. They are said to be exerting tremendous 
pressure on Muzaffar Shah to resist an army takeover. 
Having inherited a coalition government which was 
artificially patched together by Jam Sadiq through polit- 
ical bribes and blackmail, Muzaffar Shah has all but 
realised that he 1s incapable of governing like his prede- 
cessor. Most others have also realised this fact. 


If the turncoats withdraw their support, or look for a 
better deal from the Opposition, the coalition will disin- 
tegrate. The support of the MQM, therefore becomes 
decisive. In the wake of the present crackdown on MQM. 
their continuing support remains uncertain. 


Amidst this prevailing confusion, if the PPP [Pakistan 
People’s Party] decides to call a no-confidence motion 
against Muzaffar Shah, 11 will in all likelihood, be passed. 
This will wrest the initiative from Islamabad and enable 
the PPP to push their nominee for the post. With a PPP 
government in Sindh, Operation Cleanup 1s bound to 
undergo a radical change. Acute political embarrassment 
for Islamabad will be an added factor. 


Replacing Muzaffar Shah wil! not produce any signifi- 
cant results. The absence of an effective substitute 1s a 
glaring problem. Nomination of an MQM candidate 1s 
unlikely, given the operation against the organisation 
and the arrests of many of its leaders. 


Moreover, the post of Chief Minister has become an 
unenviable one given the lack of manoeuvrability of its 
occupant under the , resent circumstances. There 1s not 
much a Chief Minist-r can do, with the army increasing 
its assert.veness eac!: day and the PPP looming large on 
the horizon. The ?rime Minister should be well aware 
that this option leads to a dead end 


Most political observers are predicting Governor's rule 
for the province. This seems to be the only way out of the 
present quagmire. It will free the Federal government of 
all political constraints and give the army all the 
authority it needs to carry out the operation. The army 
has repeatedly been heard saying that it wants to net 
some big fish but is being held back by political shackles. 
Governor's rule will give it an opportunity to go after the 
influentials who have always been out of the reach of law 
enforcing agencies. 
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What makes this option unattractive to the present 
government in Islamabad 1s the fact that fresh elections 
have to be held after three months. If held fairly, there is 
little doubt that PPP will emerge the winner. It 1s widely 
believed here that a truly representative government in 
Sindh will improve the political situation. With an 
MQM [Muhajir Qaum Movement] sweep in Karachi 
and Hyderabad and a clear PPP majority returned from 
the rural areas, a PPP-MQM coalition would be the most 
natural consequence. 


Such a scenario is, however totally unacceptable to the 
Centre. It will lead to a Centre-Sindh political tussle, 
reminiscent of the Punjab-Centre deadlock during the 
PPP government. As the titans battle it out, the losers 
will once again be the people of Sindh. 


However, events may just push the Federal government 
to exercise this option. Amongst other things, it will 
elevate the army directly on to centre stage, free of all 
checks and balances. And this is something which the 
people are dreading 


The army has not even begun to realise the damage the 
Jamshoro killings have done to its credibility in the eyes 
of the people. Sindhis saw the army as a persecuting 
force and this image was reinforced after the Shah 
Bandar and Tando Bahawal incidents. Now after the 
crack-down on MQM, many Mohayirs are doubling the 
army's impartiality. Said one Mohajir, “The army 
planted weapons to prove that Tando Bahawal victims 
were terrorists. How do | know that they (the army) are 
not doing the same in case of MQM?” 


There is no easy solution to the dilemma facing the 
authorities in Islamabad. |i 1s quite probable that while 
they deliberate on this Sindh “ulcer,” events may well 
outpace them. And that may exacerbate the already 
bleeding wound. 


Representative Government Needed 


924S81204H Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
25 Jun 92 p 4 


{Article by Musarrat Babar: “Aftermath of the MQM 
Split”, first paragraph is THE MUSLIM comment] 


[Text] The discovery of a state within a state in Karachi 
indicts everyone from the President down to the Provin- 
cial Chief Minister and calls for a drastic change in the 
old order and resetting of the political agenda. 


The violent split in the MQM [Muhajir Qaum Move- 
ment} which left at least 10 activists killed, scores 
injured, and Karachi metropolis under curfew and mil- 
itary control was as mysterious and sudden as the rise of 
MQM [Muhajir Qaum Movement] itself. As if from 
nowhere the MQM dissidents who have so far been 
living in hiding appeared on the scene, ransacked and 
captured the offices of the mainstream organization 
whose leaders and office-bearers went into hiding, in a 
strange replay of the birth and rise of MQM under the 
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tutelage of General Zia and his ISI, the violent appear- 
ance of dissidents last Friday also seemed possible under 
the shadow of bayonets of the Army and Rangers. 


What tollowed was even more bizarre. The Army and 
Rangers discovered torture cells and private jails alleg- 
edly established by the mainstream MQM to punish Pi 
Bhai's dissidents and harrowing tales of torture were 
splashed in the media. Uncharacteristically the Army 
Chiet General Asif Nawaz went public in denouncing the 
MOM saying that people had enough of extortion and 
torture and the state of siege imposed by it. MQM chief 
Altaf Hussain was quick to deny allegations of torture 
cells and private jails from his safe sanctuary in London 
where he is living in self-imposed exile ever since Gen- 
eral Asif Nawaz took command of the Army in August 
last. Both General Nawaz and Altaf Hussain reportedly 
know each other rather too well since the days the 
General was Corps Commander Karachi during the 
Benazir government. 


The bizarre touch in the MQM split was dramatised by 
at least two things. First, while the MQM 1s still part of 
the Federal Government and rules the roost in the 
province of Sindh, the official electronic media promi- 
nently displayed the discovery of torture cells in the 
Lines Area and the terrorist activities of the MQM. Not 
only that but top leadership of the Movement including 
some VIPs particularly those against whom cases were 
registered in the past were reportedly put on the Exit 
Control List. A case was registered against MQM Vice 
Chairman Salim Shahzad, an MNA [member of national 
assembly], for kidnapping and robbery which allegedly 
took place a year back. It was given out that agencies 
have found documents which link MQM to terrorist 
activities. It has also been said that the area around the 
torture cells would be dug to probe whether there were 
mass graves or not. All this tended to show that MQM 
was no longer a part of the Federal Government or was 
on its way out. 


Second, the ligiitning ope: ation by dissidents itself raised 
some questions. How was it possible for the dissidents to 
take over the offices of mainstream organization in a 
swoop at a time when the Army and Rangers were 
already patrolling the city to prevent any outbreak of 
violence? How come the intelligence agencies failed to 
take notice of the organisation and planning which must 
have gene into the operation ‘takeover’ by dissidents? 


The simultaneous attacks on several MQM offices and 
houses in different parts of the city, the rather well 
arranged press conference soon after the capture of 
Liaqatabad office of MQM and the extraordinary 
courage shown by the dissidents who were tll recently in 
hiding only proves the forethought and planning that 
must have preceded the violence. Now wonder the 
MOM chief Altaf Hussain has alleged that Frday’s 
violence was part of a conspiracy to eliminate the MQM. 
[sentence as published] 
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The question which must be addressed now is: what 
next, and can the civilian government of Mr Nawaz 
Sharif handle the mammoth fall-out of the operation” 


Soon after his return from abroad the Prime Minister on 
Monday met the President to discuss the Sindh situa- 
tion. The two top men reportedly expressed complete 
satisfaction with the strategy adopted to execute the 
military operation in Sindh. Echoing the words trom 
Islamabad the Sindh Chief Minister Syed Muzaftar 
Hussain Shah also said that Operation clean-up was 
proceeding in the mght direction and dispelled the 
impression that Governor Rule was about to be imposed 
in the province. 


But mere expressions of satisfaction and claiming that 
the operation was going in the mght direction would not 
solve the problem. More questions will now be raised 
from the ver, answers given so far. For instance, if the 
operation is proceeding in the rght direction as claimed 
by the Sindh Chief Minister t certainly implies an 
endorsement of the discovery of torture cells, private 
jails and terrorist links of the MQM. But the MQM ts 
Still in the government and it is pertinent to ask whether 
the Sindh Chief Minister and the Prime Minister knew 
about the terrorist links of their partners in government 


If Syed Muzaffar Shah already knew about these links he 
will have to do a lot of explaining as to what did he do 
about it or why did he condone it. If he was unaware he 
will still have to explain whether such an ill-informed 
person was qualified to become the province chief exec- 
utive. The Prime Minister and the President also have to 
do a great deal of explaining. While both have been 
issuing a clean chit to Jam-Marwat-MQM combine and 
its successor, 1.e., the Shah government, an important 
ally and component of that combine has turned out to be 
a terrorst organization 


The government will be trapped in a dead end if it does 
not strive to make the whole operation being perceived 
as even-handed which 1s possible only if it corrects its 
own political agenda. Just a day after the crackdown on 
MOM the former Chief of Army Staff General Aslam 
Beg said in Peshawar that MQM was no exception and 
there were other individuals and groups involved in 
terrorist activities. He particularly mentioned the name 
of Irfanullah Marwat, the President's son-in-law and a 
provincial minister as one such person involved in 
terrorist activities. But while the MQM leaders have 
reportedly been placed on the Exit Control List, Mr 
Marwat and his family are on their way to London today 
(Thursday). Will it strengthen or weaken the credibility 
of “Operation Clean-up” as even handed” 


The military action must be backed by politica! action 
In order to prevent the Sindh situation trom degener- 
ating into an East Pakistan-like situation, the people of 
the province must be allowed a free hand to form them 
Own representative government without remote control 
manipulation from Islamabad. If the political pmority of 
Islamabad is still to hound the opposition and keep tt out! 
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of power in the province by hook or crook, the opportu- 
nity created by the split in MQM will be lost with 
dangerous consequences 


The discovery of a state within a state in Karachi indicts 
everyone from the President down to the Provincial 
Chief Minister and calls for a drastic change in the old 
order and resetting of the political agenda. If Islamabad 
insists on the old order, acts in a manner to prolong the 
Jam-Marwat phase and continues to suffer from the Zia 
syndrome vis-a-vis the PPP, it will be only courting 
disaster. If however, it recasts its agenda to set up a 
consensus representative government in Sindh irrespec- 
tive of who forms it, then the MQM split may prove to 
be a blessing in disguise. 


MQM Mafia Exposed 


924812041 Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
23 Jun 92 po 


[Editorial: “Why Was This State Within a State 
Ignored””’} 


[Text] It came as no surprise, at least to those of us who 
wield a pen for a living, that torture cells established by 
the MQM [Muhayir Qaum Movement] existed in 
Karachi in the areas dominated by this fascist organisa- 
tion. What did come as news was that the MQM people 
had arrogated to themselves the authority to hang people 
who proved more stubborn tn their dissidence. The only 
reason why the press was not so open in bringing the 
State of terror perpetrated by the MQM was that al! 
sources of information were mortally afraid of sudden 
and horrendous retribution that they just would not talk 
That these torture cells operated with the approval of the 
Pir of Azizabad, Altaf Hussain, 1s indisputable. It 1s also 
indisputable that the Sindh administration was in full 
knowledge of the goings on. It 1s no secret that the MQM 
iS an Organisation created under the orders of the dic- 
tator Zia and there is no reason to believe that he was 
unaware of all that was being done under the patronage 
of his protege Altaf Hussain. It boggles the mind that 
these torture cells were allowed to operate by the gov- 
ernment. 


The tales being told by the people of the Lines Area and 
other distncts of Karachi under the influence of the 
MQM mafia about the way people were tortured, are 
nauseating. Dissidents were hung upside down, beaten 
with rods and had their bodies subjected to the horrors 
that drilling machines can inflict. And they or their heirs 
could not object for fear that they would have to face 
more of the same. It 1s only now that the ‘law enforcing 
agencies’ have clamped down on the affected areas and 
‘uncovered’ the torture cells that erstwhile victims or the 
heirs of those who were sadistically tortured to death or 
hanged, have come out with the gruesome details of their 
ordeals. The only irony in the whole story 1s that the very 
agency which was entrusted by dictator Zia with the task 
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of creating and then funding the MQM throughout the 
course of its nefarious activities, was involved in its 
denouncement' 


Whatever has come to light must have horrified the man 
in the street, at least downcountry, but this is not where 
the buck should stop. It 1s now obligatory for these same 
law enforcing agencies to unearth and hinveil the bestia! 
elements who operated these cells as well s those who 
ordered their setting up in the first place. And this means 
also that those in power who knew what was going on 
should also be held to full accountability. Those held in 
the torture cells were most certainly illegally detained, as 
unlawfully tortured and the hangings carned out consti- 
tute murder most foul. Even the most kind hearted 
among us would recommend that these people be given 
exemplary punishment. Without fear or favour. This 
does not preclude the Pir of Azizabad. He should be 
made to return to the country and answer for the 
multitude of sins against his fellow countrymen which 
can be proved. Finally, what sort of a government do we 
have that can allow such atrocities to be perpetrated on 
its citizens? Unless, of course, the intelligence agencies 
have not been doing their jobs. which is understandably 
par for the course 


Beg Praises Military Role 
92481204) Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
23 Jun 92 p § 


{Quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Peshawar, June 22—Army should not be taken for 
granted, it cannot exceed a limit, and we should search 
for political solution of Sindh problem 


This was proposed by former COAS [Chief of the Army 
Staff], Mirza Aslam Beg, while concluding a seminar on 
“Law and order situation in Pakistan” organised by 
Peshawar chapter of Fnends at a five-star hotel on 
Monday evening. The seminar was addressed by former 
Chairman, Economics Department, Peshawar U niver- 
sity, Dr Mian Mohammad Nazir, Qaz: Shamsuddin and 
Sikander Khan, Advocates, while it was participated by 
a large number of intellectuals, doctors, retired civil and 
military officers 


He said the situation in Sindh was similar to that of East 
Pakistan from the point of view that there also the largest 
political party was ignored and in Sindh too. But he 
hoped that the situation in Sindh would not go to that 
extent. He claimed that the credit goes to the Army tor 
unearthing the secret torture cells of an ethnic group. He 
stressed that Sindhis should be let alone and allowed to 
solve their problem 


Mirza Aslam Beg regretted that in Pakistan the people 
could not develop culture of politics and dialogue 
because of their feudal background. In Pakistan 
affirming the views of a participant, Prof. Karam Iilahi 
he said that the situation had reached a point where 
crime and politics had mixed due to which the problem 
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had become one hand, while on the other he pointed out, 
that after the death of Jam Sadiq talks and understand- 
ing-like situation was created but immediately sabotaged 
by self-interested elements, and the result was before the 


people 
Sindh Military Operations Analyzed 
Expanded Operation Needed 


924811714 Lahore NAWA-1-WAQT in Urdu 17 Jun 92 
p4 


{Editoral: “Sindh: Expanded Operation Needed” | 


[Text] The military leadership held a press briefing in 
Karachi to shed additional light on the Sindh operation 
The salient points of this meeting were: 


¢ There are administrative weaknesses tn the operation 
Recommendations for transferring administrative 
personnel and Sindh police personnel are being pre- 
pared. 

¢ The government has definite proof that a foreign 
hand 1s behind the incidents in Sindh and that many 
educated young men are receiving training across the 
border. 

* The documents confiscated from the persons arrested 
at Shah Bander clearly indicate that al-Zulfigar ts 
involved, however, it could not be decided whether a 
political party 1s supporting it or not. 

* The military does not have a magic wand that it can 
use to correct everything in Sindh overnight. For tt. 
the economic, social, and political situation in Sindh 
must be corrected, and this is the job of the govern- 
ment 


After reviewing these points, we can understand how 
complicated and serious a situation has emerged trom 
the Sindh operation. As punishment for the mistakes 
that the military has committed in this operation, the 
transfer of the whole military command of Hyderabad 
has been affected. In addition, if administrative negl:- 
gence and weakness are present, a foreign hand 1s behind 
it, and agents of al-Zulfiqar are also active, then it 1s 
certain that the military has no magic way to quickly 
correct the situation. It 1s the government's respons: 
bility to remove the shortcomings, weaknesses, neg)!- 
gence, and problems by introducing a reliable package 
We said in the beginning of this operation that the 
military alone could not take responsibility for every- 
thing. It 1s important that all political and religious 
parties in Sindh be taken into confidence and that their 
full cooperation be requested. It was encouraging that 
not only Sindh, but also political and religious groups 
nationwide, approved of the military action in Sindh to 
end the lawlessness there. However, this reaction was 
their own. The government did not try to do anything to 
get their support. All it did was discuss the issue in the 
National Assembly for a few days. This discussion did 
not prove to be beneficial or conclusive, because it was 
carned out without any preparation or formal! notice. It 
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was important that the government arranged a briefing 
for all political parties, detailed discussions were carned 
out about the lawlessness in Sindh, the points of view of 
every party were listened to, and a jot promise was 
made in front of the whole nation that no political party 
would support terrorism, violence, murder, destruction, 
looting, abduction, theft, or robbery in Sindh, and that 
they would not protect any criminals or apply any 
political pressure to save criminals. The problem now 1s 
that the government did not try to have this agreement, 
nor did any political party promuse the nation that it 
would not interfere with the operation's activities. The 
people are not even aware of the opimons of Sindh’s 
three major political parties—the MQM [Muhanr 
Qaum: Movement}, the LI [Islami Jamhoon Ittehad], 
and the PDA [People’s Democratic Alliance]. These 
parties have not declared that they are not associated 
with the lawlessness in Sindh. or that they would stay 
away from supporting the criminals. Meanwhile, the 
ambitions of the criminal groups in Sindh are not hidden 
from anyone. The Indian intelligence agency, RA, and its 
agents are definitely working to spread unrest. This way 
the military operation has become very puzzling and 
complex. In addition. political. social, and economic 
problems tn this state have made the situation even more 
serious 


lf we review Our country’s past military actions, 1 would 
s ire even a common man. Many fears and suspicions 
come mto his mind. Benazir Bhutto, the opposition 
leader, has also said that the war in Sindh 1s a war to keep 
Pakistan alive. There 1s no doubt that the situation in 
Sindh is closely related to the future of our country. It 
has evolved into a volcano. If it erupts, everything will be 
burned to ashes. It 1s the duty of Benazir Bhutto to help 
make Pakistan's war successtul in Sindh and to close 
ranks with those who support Pakistan. She should play 
an important role m making the military operation 
successful in order to provide peaceful lives for the 
present and future generations. She should remove the 
impression that she does not even support the good 
actions of this government because of her political 
oppos:tion. The government should also do its duty and 
c ome out of rts shell. It should try to unite the patriotic 
Pakistan! parties and finish its job with their support 
The military leadership is also pressuring for social, 
economic, and political action im Sindh. It is umportant 
that the military does its work at its level and creates a 
peaceful atmosphere The elected government should get 
the support and advice of other political leaders in Sindh 
and eradicate all the causes that are responsible for this 
situation. A lack of widespread action and just starting a 
military operation will not solve Sindh’'s problems 


Impacting “ational Politics 
92481171B Lahore N AWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 
18 Jun 92 p 10 


[Article by Itaul Rehman: “Military Operation in Sindh 
and Pakistan: National Politics”’} 
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Increase in Islamic Sectarian Conflicts Examined 


92481172 Lahore NIDA-I-KHILAFAT in Urdu 
9 Jun 92 pp 5-6 


[Analysis by Abdul Karim Abid: “Sectarianism, Islam, 
Pakistan; This Is Not an Unforeseen Disaster But the 
Consequence of Our Own Deeds; Who Will Confront 
This Destructive Hurncane? Two Large Holes Are Evi- 
dent in Pakistan’s Ship of State; One, the Sindh Split To 
Remedy for Which the Army Has Been Summoned and 
Second, the Split in National Unity Created by Sectari- 
anism and No One Knows Who Will Undertake To Heal 
It and By What Means. The Clashes in Afghanistan 
Between the Shia Organization Wahdat-i Islam: and Its 
Opponents Will Encourage Sectarian Elements in Our 
Own Country. Sectarian Disturbances Were Not 
Uncommon Among Us in the Past; Now More Are 
Coming by Way of Afghanistan and Their Danger 
Should be Realized Beforehand”’| 


[Text] The Pakistan movement was the outcome of 


Muslim nationalism, which gathered all Muslims on a 
single platform. But this spirit of nationalism did not 
provide a strong foundation for unity and soon we were 
beset by linguistic and sectarian prejudices. The only 
salvation from such prejudices was to understand in 
mind and heart the true meaning of Islam; but we 
understood Islam to be useful only for fighting against 
the Hindus. To us, the Islamic spirit was to be used only 
as the basis of fighting at first against the Hindus and 
later, against India. During these struggles, the need for 
the true Islam was never felt and the ceremonial, tradi- 
tional, and emotional Islam was always considered ade- 
quate for our needs. But such a ceremonial, traditional, 


and emotional Isiam could not prevent the outbreak of 


linguistic and sectarian prejudices. 


Even after the tragedy of East Pakistan we did not learn 
our lesson; on the contrary, during this period even those 
parties and movements, which were formed with the 
objective of ensuring the victory of the true Islam, were 
diverted from their course, thus strengthening the hand 
of the promoters of linguistic and sectarian prejudices. 
These promoters were of two kinds: those who were part 
of the Establishment and had learned from the British 
that the only way to rule was to divide and rule and this 
was the course that they followed. This policy reached its 
zenith during Zia’s rule when the Establishment encour- 
aged linguistic and sectarian prejudices and provided a 
wide field of action for both. The other kind of pro- 
moters were those individuals who used prejudice as a 
means of furthering their own leadership aims. Those 
who supported the Pakistan ideology, Islamic brother- 
hood and unity continued to lose strength because they 
thought that mere talk and sloganeering would be suffi- 
cient; no full-fledged effort based on sincerety and 


resolve was made to reform the heart and mind of 


society. Sectarianism has deep roots in our society and 
thus the possibilities of the evil emanating from it should 
not have been ignored and Muslim society should have 
been provided with an antidote for this poison. But who 
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was to undertake this task? The class that had received a 
Western-style education disliked sectarianism; the 
Muslim League members in particular realized the value 
of unity among the Muslims. The Muslim League leaders 
thought that the Muslims who had created Pakistan 
would not fall victim to such ignorance as to forget the 
Pakistan movement and start sectarianism. But the 
Muslim league leaders were proved wrong. Second, the 
Western-style educated class adopted the worst kind of 
reactionary principles in politics. All new things such as 
direct elections, provincial autonomy, and political par- 
ties were declared taboo; but while such a reactionary 
course was adopted in politics, in cultural life the blind 
imitation of the West became fashionable and an effort 
was made to cut off Muslims from their past. Some 
maintained that the Koran alone was sufficient [as a 
guide] and that the hadith [oral tradition] was not 
necessary. Others were of the view that since the Koran 
and hadith were available, why should one bother with 
figh [religious jurisprudence] and the exponents of reli- 
gious laws. There were also those who professed belief in 
the Koran, hadith, and figh but repudiated mysticism 
and called it superstition. 


The ordinary Muslim could not accept this new Islam of 
the modern innovators; and in spite of victory literature, 
the Aybub government and the efforts of movements 
opposing the brand of religion preached by the maulavis, 
the ordinary Muslim continued to regard the maulavis as 
the true representatives of Islam. [In the Sunni sect in 
Pakistan and India, the term maluavi, in the best sense 
of the word, is used as an honorary title for religious 
scholars; and in the worst sense of the word, it implies 
self-styled religious scholars, reactionary and without 
much education; the equivalent of the term in its derog- 
atory sense in the Shia sect in Iran is mullah used for 
reactionary, semiliterate and self-styled religious 
scholars]. In fact, the wrong kind of [religious] innova- 
tors pushed the Muslims in the direction of reactionary 
maulavis. Later, the maulavis raised the banner of 
democracy and became the defenders of national cul- 
ture, national history and Islam; thus the maulavis 
truimphed over the innovators and as a result of this 
victory, the original Muslim League, which was created 
by the class educated in the Western style and by the 
supporters of modernism, came to an end and its place 
was taken by organizations of maulavis. These were not 
introduced from outside nor had they surfaced unexpect- 
edly but had always existed in Muslim society. As soon 
as the Muslim League went bankrupt, these maulavi 
organizations came to the forefront. 


The People’s Party, which was enamoured of innova- 
tion, tried to take the place of the Muslim League but 
failed. Towards the end, Bhutto tried to save his life by 
joining forces with the maulavis, but they rejected him. 


The emergence of the maulavis in Pakistani society was 
both good and bad. The maulavis were strongly biased in 
favor of their particular schools of thought and their 
exaggerated feelings influenced the ordinary Muslims. 
The class educated in the Western style was expected to 
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offer an alternative to maulavi leadership but failed to 
do so. If a new Islamic or Muslim leadership in the true 
sense of the word had emerged, it would not only have 
kept itself out of sectarian arguments and fighting but 
also would have prevented the nation from following a 
sectarian path. But no such Islamic or Muslim leadership 
emerged. The leaders and participants in the Islamic 
movement were themselves largely free of sectarian bias 
but they did not have the courage or ability to speak out 
against the major maulavis running factories of sectari- 
anism. Thus, the factories remained active and gained 
strength in the 1970 elections. 


Not all the maulavis wanted to stir up sectarian fighting. 
At the highest level, there was a desire for unity among 
the Muslims; but no formula was presented to promote 
this desire nor was any progress made towards achieving 
such a unity. Second, at the lower levels sectarian exu- 
berance increased greatly. Jameat-i1 Ulema-i Hind and 
Majlis-i Ahrar were major organizations in Punjab and 
the frontier areas that played an important role in 
awakening the Muslims; but after suffering defeat at the 
hands of the Muslim League, these organizations under- 
went a distorting change of identity and one of the 
identities that emerged was that of the promoters of 
sectarianism. 


A bad development that occurred was that the Shias in 
the government and the bureaucracy thought that they 
had power and considered it necessary to demonstrate 
this power, which produced a bad reaction. Then Zia 
came to power, he ignored the first-rank maulavis and 
Islamic leaders but raided the third and fourth ranks and 
abducted [seduced] the members to his side. In order to 
break up the parties, these individuals started to pro- 
mote sectarianism, which became their tool of trade. As 
luck would have it, this promotion was still in its infancy 
when the Iraq-Iran war broke out and Arab embassies 
started to make high bids for the wares these promoters 
were selling. The Iranian Embassy countered by starting 
its own activity. In the beginning, the Iranians adopted 
the nonsectarian attitude of Khomeini. But for centuries, 
sectarianism in Iran has gone hand in hand with nation- 
alism: thus, the “Islamism” of the Iranians did not 
remain uninfluenced by these factors and although not 
directly, the Iranians nevertheless encouraged sectari- 
anism in Pakistan. The problem of sectarianism is not 
confined just to Tehran, Kabul, and Islamabad but now 
poses a challenge to Islam and the Muslims in the newly 
independent countries of Central Asia. 


In order to confront the challenge of sectarianism, it 1s 
necessary: 


!. To be realistic. It is not possible to do away with sects, 
for just as there cannot be nonparty politics, there cannot 
be a nonsectarian Islam. Sects have existed for centuries 
and will continue to exist in the future. 


Sects are not evil in themselves; the evi! arises when the 
interests of the different sects fail to harmonize resulting 
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in clashes; or when their way of thinking becomes devoid 
of the feelings of brotherhood and tolerance. 


2. Religious leaders should be able to freely spread their 
brand of Islam and work for their particular school of 
thought; but, at the same time, they should make it clear 
to their followers that sectarianism is the work of the 
devil which they should avoid. Moreover, unity of pur- 
pose in Pakistan demands that Muslims abstain from 
sectarian dissensions and quarrels. Mosques and centers 
of religious activity should not become fields for sec- 
tarian strife. Religious leaders should also teach their 
followers that Islam places great emphasis on service and 
love for humanity and regards the shedding of one 
innocent person’s blood tantamount to shedding the 
blood of all humanity. 


3. For the sake of advancing their own limited political 
interests, political leaders should not compromise with 
and cater to sectarian elements. Sectarianism among the 
people should be unequivocally condemned, for without 
such condemnation sectarians will become powerful! and 
politicians will find themselves left out in the cold. 


4. Sectarian organizations put great pressure on newspa- 
pers, threatening to attack them if their statements and 
press releases are not published. The press should not 
bow to such pressures but should fight against it. It 
should not maintain a diplomatic silence regarding sec- 
tarianism but should instead carry out its duty of pre- 
paring public opinion to oppose sectarianism. 


If these measures are not carried out, Pakistan, which 1s 
already caught in the whirlpool of linguistic prejudices in 
Sindh, will be drowned by sectarianism in Punjab and 
the Frontier province. It appears as though the waters of 
sectarianism are rising above our heads. 


Government Criticized on Failure To Islamicize 
924S1112C Karachi JANG in Urdu 2 Jun 92 p 3 


[Article by Sultan Safia: “Implementation of Islam- 
Today and Now-Otherwise Never’’] 


[Text] By the grace of Allah, Pakistan is a Muslim- 
majority nation and the people here love their religion 
dearly. Therefore, there cannot be two opinions about 
the need and benefits of establishing an Islamic form of 
government in Pakistan. The practical efforts made in 
this context are accelerated and slowed down with time. 
These changing attitudes show the “mood” of the 
changing political leadership and governments’ ideolo- 
gies. As far as Pakistani people are concerned, they have 
zealously supported an Islamic form of government as 
their first and last wish. They have not changed their 
stand on this issue under any circumstance or fear and 
even today they have spread their “heart's eyes” on the 
floor in its welcome. However, there is a faction (which 
is very small) in this country that is scared of the 
Islamization of Pakistan and considers it a “death war- 
rant” for its political, group, and economic interests 
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This group does not dare to openly oppose Islamization, 
but works behind the scenes consistently against it. 


There is a separate history of Islamic efforts in Pakistan, 
which is full of turmoil as well as amazing. This country 
was established in the name of Islam and the main 
purpose of its establishment was described as implemen- 
tation of the principles in the Koran. That is why the 
Muslims in India without asking anything in return had 
sacrificed their lives and properties to attain it. Even 
though some of our “frends” try to tell us that Quaid-e 
Azam, the founder of Pakistan, wanted to make it a 
secular state, a well-known statement made by Quaid-e 
Azam negates their claim. He had said, “Pakistan was 
established the day a non-Muslim was converted to 
islam on this subcontinent.” It is clear that Quaid-e 
Azam considered Pakistan and Islam to be mutually 
dependent. The other proof of this is that Quaid-e Azam 
had added the term “Islamic democracy” to Pakistan 
during his lifetime. After Quaid-e Azam’s death, Liagat 
Ali Khan also took this stand. He composed the “reso- 
lution of goals” with the help of religious scholars and 
had it approved by the Constitutional Assembly. At that 
time, it was decided to make Allah the owner of the 
nation and implement a government based on Koranic 
principles in Pakistan. Thus, the direction for the Paki- 
stani Government was established. Later, Khawaja Niza- 
muddin and Chowdhery Mohammed Ali made further 
headway in this direction. During Ayub Khan’s martial 
law regime, thee were some discussions about removing 
the words, “Islamic Republic” before Pakistan, however, 
this proposal was shelved because of the fear of the 
people’s angry reaction. Later, Mr. Bhutto declared 
Friday a weekly holiday and called a conference of 
Islamic leaders in Lahore in order to strengthen the 
“Islamic vision.” At the same time, however, he also 
raised slogans of “Islamic socialism” and complicated 
this issue even further. During General Zia’s presidency, 
a lot of progress was made implementing an Islamic form 
of government. He took some major steps and gave clear 
direction to this effort. These steps included starting 
restrictive ordinances, establishing the Islamic tax 
system, establishing the Salat system [facilitating five 
prayers daily], encouraging the work of the Islamic 
Ideology Council, establishing the federal shari‘ah Court, 
and trying to change the present interest banking system 
to a noninterest banking system. As a next step, he 
wanted to start Qazi courts; however, he was called to 
God’s house and left his work unfinished and without 
results. We are calling his job unfinished because all of 
these works and projects are still in the same shape, even 
today. The restrictive ordinances were implemented; 
however, the punishment suggested in this system were 
not implemented, because they were called “brutal and 
barbaric” and a lot of noise was made about them. The 
people who made this noise against the system are those 
who love Western culture and civilization and are not 
willing to accept anything in the name of their own 
motherland. The Zikoh system was limited to reducing 
the number of banks. The Salat system (an arrangement 
to pray in government offices and meetings) did not 
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continue for long. By calling the interest charged in 
business and banking “markups,” they used the tech- 
nique of selling old wine in new bottles, thinking that 
they had gotten rid of the system of interest on loans. 
Later, however, the Molvis and religious scholars broke 
this secret. Thus, everything is exactly as it was in the 
past. Still, the work that General Zia had done to 
implement Islam (such as canceling some laws that the 
Islamic Ideological Council had reviewed and replacing 
them and canceling some laws that the shari‘ah court 
found inappropriate) are still effective. As a result of 
this, several revolutionary decisions were made in the 
federal shari‘ah courts. The most important of these 
decisions was to replace the present interest system used 
in trade and banking with a noninterest system within a 
specific period. 


The government that is in power in our country now was 
elected with the mandate of “the implementation of an 
Islamic government.” (Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif was 
called Ziaul Haq’s follower.) Therefore, on the outside, 
he also claimed to implement an Islamic form of gov- 
ernment and gave proof of his honesty by establishing 
Bet al-Mal (Community Chest). However, because the 
ruling party (IJI [Islami Jamhoori Ittehad]) 1s a collec- 
tion of people with conflicting ideologies, the parties that 
wanted to implement Islam (Jamaat-: Islami and 
Maulana Samih-ul Haq’s Jamiat-1 Ulema-i Islam) have 
left the IJI. Therefore, the ruling party 1s not so eager 
about implementing an Islamic form of government, as 
it was in the beginning. That is why we thought that the 
interest system would come to an end in our country, 
although nothing has been done about it because the 
ruling party is still suffering from confusion. According 
to news reports, the government is reviewing its decision 
and wants more time so that the federal shari ah court 
can look into the hole affair (after studying mandates 
issued by various other Islamic nations). If this was true, 
then we would call it our ruling party's mood. And why 
should not this happen? The government has to pay the 
remaining debts, along with heavy interest, to foreign 
countries. In addition, it has taken out more loans to 
keep the work of the country going. Then, foreign 
investors have to start new industries and business here. 
The government also has to continue the process of 
privatization of those government industrial units that 
are running at a loss. Can not all this be done without the 
interest system? The people of our country will still 
understand. (However, they do not seem willing to do 
so.) How can we make foreigners understand that there 
can be no replacement for the interest system? What 1s 
more, we have heavy pressure from foreign economic 
agencies (the World Bank, IMF, and others). Meanwhile, 
we must also clean our image of the “curse” of funda- 
mentalism that has been put on us by world powers. All 
of these affairs have combined to make our government 
a dunce. Now this government seems to have no alter- 
native but to put the plan for an Islamic form of 
government on the back burner, and by calling it the 
“interest system,” try to divert the people's attention 
from it. It has the excuse that it tried very hard, but that 








28 ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


it ts not practical. The fact is that this excuse has been 
given to our government by our own people, as well as by 
outsiders. The words are from others, but the tongue is 
our own. However, before we say anything, we must 
evaluate it. Are we brave enough to say that the mandate 
issued by Allah is impractical? The things that Allah 
called taboo are not bad. We cannot give them up. At the 
samc time, caanot we accept the things that Allah has 
said are appropriate? When they try to call the teachings 
and mandates of Islam inappropnate or impractical in 
this “time of progress,” then the only thing we can 
conclude ts that we are ready to revolt against God and 
his rules and are inviting a curse from Allah. If we pay a 
litthe more attention, we will notice that calling Islamic 
laws impractical or unacceptable is equivalent to 
deceiving ourselves and others. The main reason 1s that 
our intelligence 1s so hampered and our habits are so bad 
that we are not willing to tolerate any difficulty or hard 
work. [It is our psychological and sexual needs force us to 
invent varrous excuses while the real reason 1s: [couplet] 
“tf you do not want it from your heart, then thousands of 
reasonings will not change your mind.” 


There 1s no doubt that the path of Islam is a very difficult 
one. Those who follow this path have to relinquish and 
sacrifice a lot. Islam is just another name for hard work, 
sacrifices, and giving things up. It 1s against the fattened 
“body” that 1s controlled by desires. It stops a person 
irom becoming a slave of his desires. It preaches patience 
and forbearance and educates one to be satisfied with 
very little. Anyone who claims and likes to be a Muslim 
wil! accept all of this with satisfaction. Otherwise, that 
person should look for another “house.” In other words, 
[couplet| “Why should one go to the street of the person 
who loves her mind and life?” Islam is not something 
that can be divided so that one can pick what he likes 
and leave what he does not like. It has to be taken as a 
whole. there 1s no middle way. Meanwhile, plastic Mus- 
lims Itke us want {as the poet said] to “remain drunk all 
the trme and still go to heaven.” We want to talk about 
islam al! the time and at the same time, keep collecting 
land. property, and motor cars. Islam gives a very 
fundamental place to proper lifestyle. It does not allow 
alcohol, adultery, or interest near it at ail. In Islam, those 
who are always involved in worldly things are called the 
‘fuel for hell.” Obviously, there will be some results 
when specific things have to be given up. We try to 
compare ourselves in every sphere with the people who 
think worldly goods are everything. For people of reli- 
gion, worldly things are optional. Their priority 1s on the 
other world, and they are responsible for it. In other 
words, this world ts just a stopping place for us, while our 
goal 1s the world at the other end. We spend our entire 
lives preparing for that other life. If we get less than what 
we need in this world and have to suffer frustration, then 
nothing 1s wrong. We should focus on the future and real 
life later. We should expect that the shortages we are 
facing here will be taken care of in the future. If we 
believe in that. then we will not worry about being left 
hehind other people. We will bear our present problems 
and shortages with patience 
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The impression that giving up the interest system and 
depending on proper religious livin, will cause us to die 
of hunger 1s totally wrong. The Almighty, who has the 
keys to the treasures of the whole world, will give us 
everything when He wants to do so. We will not be able 
to carry all that He will give us. Those who ridicule 
shari ah restriction and the eradication of the interest 
system should take a look at Saudi Arabia. They will 
learn how Islamic restrictions have helped establish law 
and order there. They have been blessed with fountains 
of oi! and unlimited deposits of gold from those deserts 
and dry, barren mountains. The people there do not feel 
any needs now. All this shows that any step taken in the 
name of God will be blessed with unparalleled success. 
The important thing is that our faith does not tell us that 
the Almighty is the World Bank or the IMF, any foreign 
government, or their investors. Instead, it is Allah, and 
only Allah, who protects us. If we put our faith in Him 
and follow the path that He told us to follow, we should 
not have any fear or danger. If we get little of our share 
in this present world, then God must have some reason 
for it. Perhaps He will make up this shortage in the next 
world, because “the most important luxury 1s being with 
God.” 


In our opinion, the time has come for our political 
leaders and the government to make a firm decision. 
Why were the Islamic Ideological Council and the fed- 
eral shari ah courts established? Were they established to 
work hard, only to have us ignore all their recommenda- 
tions? Were the thick volumes of recommendations 
made by them only to become decorations in libraries 
and museums’? When will we start to implement the 
recommendations made by these agencies by working 
hard around the clock? When will apply them to our 
lives? When will we allow ourselves and future genera- 
tions to benefit from them? When will the social, educa- 
tional, moral, political, and economic revolutions for 
which Pakistan was established occur? So many great 
sacrifices were made, and so many difficulties were 
borne by the people, but for what? The writer of these 
lines feels that if we are not successful in this task now, 
then we will never be successful, because the people of 
Pakistan are tired of the lip service given to Islamization. 
They want to see the results of these efforts as soon as 
possible. If time 1s wasted like this, then something will 
emerge that will not only be visible, but will also be felt. 
We should then be ready for the reaction to this action. 
That reaction will be in the form of disappointed people 
looking in other directions. The indications of such a 
change are already here. The secular forces are busy 
digging caves inside themselves. | hope that we do not 
wake up one day to learn that they have changed 
attitudes and that the idea of an Islamic form of govern- 
ment has been thrown out. The people have also given 
up their hope. May God prevent me from seeing such a 
day 


In our opinion, the time has come tor political and 
religious leadership and the government to make a final 
decision on the Islamization of our country. They must 
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consider why the Islamic Ideological Council and the 
federal shari ah courts were established. Were they asked 
to make all these efforts and decisions so that we could 
postpone or ignore them? Were the volumes prepared by 
these agencies, with recommendations for changes, made 
just to decorate libraries and museums? How long will 
we have to wait for Islamization in this life? When will 
that social, culturai, moral, and economic revolution for 
which Pakistan was established happen? Why are our 
rulers and political leaders waiting to implement Islam? 
Will they spend so much time that our new generation 
will be totally engrossed in the “new culture” and forget 
and lose their Islamic identity? Will our people become 
disappointed as they wait for the new morning that will 
bring Islam? Will we be affected by the secular people 
here and the so-called national and international philos- 
ophers and intellectuals that Islamization is unpractical 
in present times? If we continue to waste time this way 
and do not take advantage of the Pakistani people's 
natural love for Islam, then there is fear that the present 
Islamic climate in our country will gradually change. 
(There are indications of such changes in the air.) We 
will have to encounter a major “blowout.” The LUI has a 
majority in the National Assembly and the Senate for the 
present, and we are not sure that this will continue into 
the future. Therefore, if the ruling party really loves 
Islam and is sincere in its promise, then it must take 
responsibility immediately. In our opinion, the present 
atmosphere is most conducive to such an action. If this 
work is not done today and now, then, God forbid, it will 
never be completed. The ruling party and the prime 
minister should know about this. Otherwise, they will be 
very sorry later. 


Islamic Fundamentalist Vision of Nation Assailed 
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[Article by Mubank Ahmed: “The Ideology Syndrome”. 
quotation marks; italicized words as published] 


[Text] Of late The Muslim has been articulating its views 
forthrightly in the editorial and leader columns on issues 
like fundamentalism, Islamic State, Islamic Laws and so 
on. These views are widely shared by the intelligentsia, 
though not so eloquently expressed for fear of a backlash 
from the powerful fundamentalist lobby. 


The Muslim nghtly deserves credit for enlightening its 
readers through a series of some highly thought- 
provoking articles/editorials, regardless of the ‘fear psy- 
chosis’ created by the fundamentalist (to borrow the 
phrase from Sardar Aseff Ali Ahmad). 


Over the years how Pakistan drifted into the hands of 
orthodox elements whose interpretation of the genesis of 
Pakistan vastly differs from the vision which Quaid- 
i-Azam had, and how we got into the snare of illusive 
issues of ideology and the rest—the story is interesting 
and also revealing. 
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Quaid-i-Azam’s perception of Pakistan as a secular dem- 
ocratic state 1s most clearly spelled out in his speech to 
the Constituent Assembly on || August 1947, which was 
supposed to be the guideline for the future shape of the 
Constitution of the Republic of Pakistan. There is no 
mention of any ideology in this speech. It is relevant to 
quote a passage from Justice Munir’s book Jinah to Zia. 
For fifteen years after the establishment of Pakistan, the 
ideology of Pakistan was not known to anybody until in 
1962, a solitary member of Jamaat-i-Islami for the first 
time used the word when the Political Parties Bill was 
being discussed in the Assembly... When he was asked to 
define ideology, he replied that the ideology of Pakistan 
is Islam. 


Nobody asked him further question what 1s Islam”... 
Nobody can say anything to the contrary when Islam ts 
mentioned.” Since then the term ideology became a 
familiar parlance in our political debate. 


Interestingly the concept of Islamic State in its narrow 
sense was introduced six months after the death of 
Quaid-i-Azam, when Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan 
moved the Objectives Resolution in the Constituent 
Assembly. It 1s inconceivable if Quaid would have given 
his assent to the Objectives Resolution if it had been 
passed in his lifetime 


With the introduction of this Resolution which was 
made a Preamble to the first Constitution, the clergy 
hogged the political stage of Pakistan, and since then 
they have been working insidiously to enlarge their 
power and influence. Their efforts were crowned with 
success when they abetted Zia to turn Pakistan into a 
fully theocratic state—an idea most reprehensible to 
Quaid-1-Azam, who on numerous occasions expressed 
his revulsion to a theocratic state 


The issue of an Islamic state and the definition of 
Muslim was analysed threadbare during the inquiry 
constituted to investigate the causes of Punjab Distur- 
bances in 1953. 


The inquiry committee comprised of Justice Munir and 
Justice Kyani—the two eminent jurists of Pakistan. This 
historic report conclusively proved that no two u/ema 
out of hundreds who appeared before the tnbunal, 
including Maulana Modood:, agreed on a common def- 
inition of a Muslim or the Islamic state. Their interpre- 
tation exposed the shallowness of their knowledge and 
narrowmindedness of their vision. Their arguments were 
utterly irrational and contradictory 


There is no consensus, even today, among the mullahs 
despite their hold over the power structure. They do not 
agree on a matter as simple as sighting of the Eid moon. 
It won't be less than a miracle when they will reach a 
consensus on delicate issues relating to Islamic jurispru- 
dence. The supreme irony 1s that these very mullahs who 
vilified Quaid-1-Azam and opposed the creation of Paki- 
stan to the hilt. have now ascended to a position where 
they have almost destroyed Jinnah’s conception of Paki- 
stan 
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In the struggle ‘or Pakistan, the issues involved were not 
about religion in the mtualistic or dogmatic sense, but 
religion in a much broader sociological sense which 
Quaid-1-Azam descnbed as a brotherhood, equality, fra- 
ternity of man.“ “These are the basic points of our 
religion, culture and civilization,” said Jinnah, “and we 
fought for Pakistan because there was a denial of these 
human rights in the subcontinent.” No matter how 
vehemently the mullahs may denounce it, secularism in 
the sense of tolerance and the rejection of theocracy 1s 
inherent in Islamic political culture. 


From the interview which the Quaid gave to Reuter’s 
correspondent in New Delhi in 1946, it is more than 
evident that his vision of Pakistan was a secular demo- 
cratic state, when he said, “The new state would be a 
modern democratic state with sovereignty in the people 
and the members of the new nation having equal mghts 
of citizenship regardless of their religion, caste or creed.” 


In the aftermath of partition, a massive communal 
carnage led to an equally massive cross migration thus 
changing the demographic complexion of the two states 


According to an estimate, if there had been no cross 
migration and non-Muslims had stayed on in Pakistan, 
they would have constituted thirty percent of the total 
population of West Pakistan. It 1s inconceivable that a 
leader like Jinnah would have made thirty percent pop- 
ulation as inferior citizens in a religious State 


With a view to dispelling the feat of minorities, the 
Quaid while addressing the Constituent Assembly on | | 
August 1947 said, “We are starting in the days when 
there 1s no discrimination between one caste or creed 
and another 


We are starting with this fundamental principle that we 
are all citizens and equal citizens of one state. He 
wanted the minorities to be integrated in the national 
mainstream while preserving their religious and cuitural 
identity 


On the occasion of Pakistan Day celebration, soon after 
partition, he specifically instructed his staff to include all 
local Hindu notables of Karachi among the list of distin- 
guished invitees. On 16 August 1947, Quaid-i-Azam 
along with his sister Fatima Jinnah, attended a church 
service at Karachi. The service was dedicated to the 
strength and well-being of Pakistan 


These apparently trivial examples are not without signif- 
wcance. They reflected an abiding concern of the Quaid- 
1-Azam for the integration of various religious groups in 
the new state of Pakistan 


Years later, these minorities whom the Quaid declared to 
be “citizens with equal mghts, privileges and obliga- 
tions,” were made second class citizens, when Zia pro- 
mulgated separate electorate system for the non-Muslim 
population 


It 1s trme our leaders stopped orchestrating the ideolog- 
ical theme and get down to solving issues like increasing 
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regional polarisation, social inequalities and economic 
imbalances in the society. Let us not forget, when the 
former East Pakistan broke away, the ideology proved 
too tenuous a bond to keep the country intact. The issues 
were socio-economic, giving mse to Bengali nationalism 
which tore Pakistan apart 


Commentary Condemns Religious Fanaticism 
924S1158A Islamabad THE MUSLIM in Enelish 
17 Jun 92 p 6 


{Article: “Instruments of Darkness Striking at Our 
Roots”} 


[Text] What is this Islamic Republic of Pakistan coming 
to”? Nobody knows how many Muslims killed each other 
in Gilgit during the latest wave of religious frenzy. The 
authorities seldom tell the truth about the number of the 
dead. Not that numbers make a lot of qualitative differ- 
ence to what 1s now fast becoming a national disease or 
pastime. Depends on how you care to look at it. Gilgit 
was mentioned only as an example. Perhaps Jhang 
presents a much more shocking portrait of Pakistan's 
deteriorating sense of tolerance in religious matters 
Northern Areas of Pakistan, once a haven of peace and 
unspoilt charms of nature, are now tainted with innocent 
human blood, spilled in the name of God. Karach: does 
everything on a big scale, so sectarian lunacy in that city 
usually shakes the metropolis more or less like an earth- 
quake. The walls in all cities of Pakistan, big or small 
present a vivid picture of the vile nature of our national! 
psyche as it 1s today: murderous hatred of any point of 
view other than one’s own. Few aberrations demean 
mankind so utterly as religious fanaticism, bigotry and 
intolerance so intense as to provoke man to kill man. It 
is perhaps possible to explain a man taking the life of 
another fellow being for, so to speak, gold, woman or 
land. But the religious fanatic kills a total stranger 
against whom he has no definable complaint or grudge 
In most cases, the killer and killed have never had 
anything whatsoever to do with each other. This ts 
murder most foul. And today we have an epidemic of 
such murders on our hands. This hideous phenomenon 
iS NOt as simple or straight as it might seem. Nor ts it a 
sudden eruption of violence. There 1s an inevitability 
about it. Its origins are to be found in that deceptively 
innocent—even noble'—document unwisely accepted as 
the “Objectives Resolution.” It took an unconscionably 
long time to compose for the simple reason that it was to 
be so drafted as to mean entirely different things to 
people of entirely different and irreccncilable ideas 
persuations and beliefs. Why this marvel! of contusing 
inanity was at all needed 1s quite clear now. Iwo major 
reasons stand out: first, to be used as an excuse to delay 
the preparation of the fundamental law (constitution) of 
Pakistan, second, to have an instrument to fool the 
people. Both purposes have been served bul not without 
causing devastating distortions to the nation’s processes 
of thought and feeling. It was this “Objectives Resolu 
tion,” later to be discovered as little short of a hoax 
which has subverted our civilised religious sensibilities 
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Instead of becoming generous, accommodating, tolerant, 
we have become beings dangerously close to savages on 
issues with the remotest possible religious undertones 


If the history of Muslim glories tells us anything at all, it 
iS simply that high-minded and tolerant Muslims have 
been sources of light and heroes of noble pursuits 
Clergy-ndden courts have been hot beds of intrigue and 
the final result has been the decline and fall of the 
Muslim society under this curse. We are now fast run- 
ning under that dark cloud. And for the most part of this 
tragedy, too terrible to contemplate, it 1s the Zia dicta- 
torship which 1s responsible. Having no constituency of 
his own, and most probably drven by an excrutiatingly 
guilty conscience, Zia released the imp from the bottle 
His camp followers, mostly of small scheming minds, 
thought this was a stroke of genius. A stroke it certainly 
has turned out to be but one which 1s hacking away at the 
roots of sanity in Pakistan. Make no mistake. We are on 
the verge of becoming a demented—not Islamised— 
nation. We have never been farther from the spirit od 
substance of true message and purpose of our faith than 
today 


Has it occurred to any thoughtful citizen that the amount 
of campaigning which the deadly rival religious groups 
have been conducting for several years now cost a pretty 
penny’ Who is financing this fanatical warfare? You 
cannot have thousands of miles of walls in the cities 
painted with the most villainously provocative humbug 
without somebody paying for this incindiary obscenities 
Almost every known and not so well known sect has been 
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dubbed as Kafirs by their rivals and vice versa. Going by 
these writings on the walls all over the country, one 1s ieft 
with no choice but to conclude that we have arrived al a 
point where the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is popu- 
lated by none but Kafirs. What a noble achievement! 


It would not be wise to leave this horrifying situation as 
a bad joke, better not talked about. This 1s a very real 
problem. And if there are any really dangerous trends in 
our life today, this 1s the most pernicious of them all 
One should not be surprised that the much talked of 
“foreign hand” is operating here more effectively than in 
any other arena. The surest way to destabilise a con- 
sciously Muslim community its to sow the seeds of 
sectarian discord. You just strike a matchstick and leave 
the haystack of sectarian lunacy to burn till everything ts 
reduced to cinders and ashes 


QO, sensible fellow citizens wake up to this danger The 
fires have started raging The flames are spreading 
Undercover enemies of the peace and tranquillity, are up 
and about. Some in flowing robes. We know as a matter 
of fact that until not very long ago, the professional 
Islamisers used to be financed from abroad. Among its 
not so well concealed sources were the United States and 
its surrogates. Who knows those forces are still opera- 
tive? And who knows why they talk of all manner of 
foreign hands and inimical! designs bul maintain a steely 
silence on this point’ This could not be without some 
sinister reason. Whatever be the case. there 1s no longer 
any denying that sectarian conflict in Pakistan 1s now 
posing the gravest danger to this country’s peace, integ- 
rity and honour as a civilised society 
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Minister Malik Naeem Khan Announces Trade 
Policy 
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[Text] Islamabad, June 30—Following are the highlights 
of the trade policy as announced by the Commerce 
Minister Malik Naeem Khan Tuesday evening. 


—The trade policy has been conceived on the basic 
principles of achieving liberalisation, deregulation and 
privatisation. 


—The pnority is being given to boost exports on non- 
traditional items as presently 70 percent of export 
earning are derived from nce and cotton. 


—Liberalisation of imports will be pursued and protec- 
tion 1s given to indigenous industry through tariffs. 


—Recession in North America and slowdown of eco- 
nomic expansion in Western Europe and lower prices 
for a number of commodities slowed down Pakistan's 
export growth and earnings. 


—Exports in the |! months of the current year have 
touched U.S. dollar 6,140 million registering a growth 
rate of 14 percent. It is hoped that by the end of the 
current year, this rate would increase to 15 percent 
and export earnings reach a level of seven billion. 


—Textile products like cotton cloth, hosiery, readymade 
garments, bed wear and towels show a growth rate of 
18 percent. However, there has been a decline of seven 
percent in export earnings from yarn. 


—The average unit prices of both nce and cotton show a 
sizeable fall, but in value terms exports of rice regis- 
tered an increase of 25 percent and cotton 51 percent. 


—The production of cotton in country increased from 
9.6 million bales in 1990 to almost | 3 million bales in 
[date indistinct}. 


—Exports of tents and canvass, tanned leather, fruits 
and vegetables showed a declining trend. 


—Import Bill in the first |! months of this year was 
8,399 million U.S. dollars, representing an increase of 
20 percent as compared to last year. By the year end, 
the import Bill 1s expected to be 9,200 million dollars. 


—Leather products, synthetic textiles, sports goods and 
surgical instruments and other miscellaneous products 
registered positive growth. 


—The increase in the import bill has been mainly due to 
the import of capital machinery which at 2,299 mil- 
lion dollars is 59 percent more in eleven months as 
compared to the corresponding pend last year 


—System of fixed withholding tax on exports has been 
adopted in the budget for 1992-93 for a simple fric- 
tionless system of taxation. 
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—To encourage setting up of export-onented industnes, 
special industrial zones having all basic facilities like 
water, gas and telecommunications will be set up and 
will be given, besides concessions like exemption of 
customs duty and surcharge and reduced import 
licence fee on machinery will be available provided at 
least 60 percent of production is exported and there 1s 
at least 40 percent foreign investment. 


—The maximum tanff rates for promotion of exports 
has been reduced from 90 to 80 percent 


—To improve the scheme of export processing unit if 50 
percent of its products are exported in the first two 
years and 60 percent in the third year and beyond 


—Raw materials for processing from outside the bond 
have been permitted on basis of existing controls used 
for exports. 


—Bond storage penod for imported accessones has been 
extended from existing one year to two years. For raw 
materials and accessories imported free of cost or on 
credit, the period will be three years 


—Industnes operating through bonds now allowed to 
import materials and accessones against advance 
licenses if 50 percent of previous lability will have to 
be redeemed after a period of two years 


—Requirements of import permit for imports of freely 
importable items under SRO [Statutory Rules and 
Orders] 68, 69 and 722 has been abolished 


—The trade policy provides for zero-rated import of 
machinery spares and accessones for the value added 
textile industnes. Now it has been extended to sports. 
cutlery and surgical equipment industries 


—Import of machinery, spares and accessories for cut- 
lery industry has been allowed free of customs duty 
Iqgra surcharge and import licence fee 


—To boost export of sports goods, import of willow and 
cork has been allowed at a net duty of five percent 
while import of unstrung rackets has been allowed for 
re-export after these are strung 


—Import of combing machines has been allowed at zero 
customs duty, five percent Iqra surcharge and six 
percent import licence fee 


—Duty on export of cotton above 40 counts has been 
reduced by 50 percent while import duty on cotton 
year of 60 counts and above has been reduced from 50 
percent to total incidence of 16 percent 


—To boost export of farm products, the exporters of 
fresh fruits/vegetables have been given facility of duty 
drawback on pack'ng material 


—Live plants, seeds of vegetables, fruits, flowers allowed 
free duty, surcharge, sales tax and import licence fee 
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—Freight subsidy up to 25 percent of the actual freight 
paid on export of fruits, vegetables shall be paid 
provided these are sent through PIA | Pakistan Inter- 
national Airlines} or PNSC [Pakistan National Ship- 
ping ( orporation} 


—To develop three way trade, three way merchant 
trading through back to back L/CS tor crude oi! 
wheat, rubber, cotton. tea, sugar and fertiliser tor 
re-export 


—A committee comprising Secretaries of Ministnes of 
Commerce, Defence, Communications and Railways 
has been set up to redress probiems relating to cargo 
and telecommunication 


—Labour laws applicable to export processing zones wil! 
be made applicable to all export-onented units 


—lo promote export of engineering goods. additional 
facilities are being provided to the cxport of eng 
neering items 


Import of seasoning plants required by wood furniture 
industry has been exempted from levy of customs 
duty, lara sur harge and import licence fee 


—25 percent freight subsidy would be given t 
if shipped on PN\ vessels 

—Five percent net import duty levie 
Stones and base meta! clad with silver 


—Under the cxport credit guarantee scheme. the base 
capital has been enhanced trom rupees three crore | 
rupees fifty crore over a penod of five vears 


—Dry trusts imported from Afghanistan may be allowed 
to De re-caxported against submission of bank guar 
antee equivalent to the value of customs duty. lara 
surcharge and sales tax 


-Import of footwear machinery. spares and accessones 
has been allowed without payment of customs duty 
lgra surcharge and import licence fee 


—Prime Minister's award for excellence and achieve 
ments in exports have been instituted 


—Export licences will be issued with initial validity of 
one year instead of three months 


— 21 more items have been removed from the negative 
lnst for liberalisation of imports 


—Ranks and security companies have been allowed 
import of armoured securnty vans 


—lLListinction between industrial and commercial! 
importers for the purpose of tanff has been removed 


—Import of ashestos and three chemicals which could be 


used im the manufacture of narcotics has been 
restricted to industnal consumers only 
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—Import licence for other items other than machinery 
with muitial validity of | 2 months has been : 


two years on additional payment of 0.25 percent of U 
unutilised value of the licences for cach six months 
—Import on consignment basis has been allowed [to tak« 


advantage of deferred payment arrangements — API 
Sindh Economy, Development F florts icv ed 


Budget Reviewed 


4ZASTI70A Karachi JANG in Urdu 1? Jur 


(Article by Agha Masood Husserr 4 Look 
Budget | 


[Text] The economy of a developing country chang " 
the seasons. sometimes the economy 
its bad. Since working conditions in thes if 
not satislactory, cconomic progress does 
consistent pattern. consequently. social and ' 
probiems in these countries have become 

there does not appear to be any hope tor s 

near future. Sindh 1s Pakistan 
province from the poimt of view of poy 


iS ZOOd 


§ second-most nporta 


biessed with vast natural resources. Dul Decaus 
lack of tacilitres and the negiect of Uf slat 
these resources have not been utilized f he welt 


the people and the progress of the pr 
presenti time, the total revenue of th 
which ws mostly obtained trom taxal 
billion rupees. the province receives an addr 
millon rupees from the tedera!l governm 
Dillion of which 1s returned to the federal eg nn 
interest payments and ¥ Dillhon rupees are sp 
salanes and allowances of public employ i 
little money 1s left for development projects. How 
Sindh has been rece:ving on! and gas royalties during 
last two years and this money 1s being used for d 
ment work in the province. The federal! o 

given |(0 billhon rupees for Sindh s develope 

money 1s being used in an effort to mmp 

and health standards. Several job related projects 
been started in rural areas 


In the budget for the fiscal year 1992-93. the larg 
amount (in the development sector) has been al! ited | 
health and education. which have been given on 
money than last vear. This shows that the provincia 


government has decided to raise the standard of 
in the province and wants to make education avaiiat 


everyone, thus increasing the potential for nomic and 
social progress in the province. In the new fisca ir, th 
construction of a maternity hospital in ()markot Thi 
will make life much easier for the inhabitants of thal area 
and reduce the high mortality rate in child Dirth caused 


lon 1 . ‘ A 


by a lack of medical facilities and 
sanitarium for tuberculosis patients 1s being estah 
in Davoud, which has a high incidenc 

(particularly of the lungs), will offer moder: is of 
treatment to patients close to their village. In ew 
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budget, provision has been made for a new cancer 
hospital in Karachi, which will provide treatment and 
Carry out research on this fatal disease. Several hundred 
primary schools will be started in large distmcts and 
villages particularly for girls so as to educate them and 
make them aware of their role in society's well being, for 
without educated women, there can be no sweeping 
changes in social thinking. In their reports, the IMF and 
World Bank have emphatically recommended that all 
developing countnes allocate half of their resources to 
health and education. hence, in Sindh a social action 
program is being started simular to the federal one with a 
budget of 20 million 500,000 rupees under which health 
and education facilities in rural areas will be improved 
Equality can be achieved in Pakistan's development only 
when greater attention is paid to those areas that suffer 
from economic depression and lack of health and edu- 
cational facilitees. The hope of stable and all around 
progress can be realized only when the undeveloped 
areas of the country are brought up the level of the 
developed areas. Many parts of Sindh lack basic health. 


education and employment facilities. The scarcity of 


water and high levels of salinity in the soil have severly 
affected agricultural progress) Rampant corruption in 
the Irmgation Department has resulted in lack of atten- 
tion to the equitable distrubution of water and such 
things as the cleaning of water canals. Agriculture 1s 
suffering. almost 80 percent of the land in Sindh has 
become uncultivable due to high salinity. In order to 
make the land cultivable again, it 1s necessary to use 
modern technology in addition to traditional methods 
otherwise the remaining 20 percent also will become 
uncultivable 


The total Sindh budget for the current year 1s 26 billion 
rupees (including the 5 billion development budget). no 
new taxes have been levied and this 1s a surplus budget of 
1 Dillon 405 million 500.000 rupees. It 1s good practice 
not to impose taxes but to leave profit making businesses 
untaxed is a disservice to the national interests. For 
example, taxing agricultural income 1s a provincial issue 
but provinces have remained silent on this important 
matter or one should rather say, have been intimidated 
by the social and political power of large landowners. 
hence, no tax has been levied on agricultural income. By 
taxing such income, the Sindh government can add 
several million rupees in revenue which can then be 
spent on education, health, and highway construction 
Additonal revenue will allow the exploration of under- 
ground wealth that needs the use of technology. The 
provincial government should also encourage industry tn 
Sindh which has been gradually talling into ruin since 
(perhaps 1986) when thieves and terrorists have held 
Sindh hostage. In other provinces, industnalization 1s 
proceeding at a satisfactory pace and the inhabitants of 
Sindh are realizing that their province has lost its former 
Status in trade and economic progress. If this situation 1s 
not remedied soon, social deprivation in Sindh province 
can give mse to other more serious problems. In today’s 
world, economic progress creates political stability and 
keeps the people united. Social deprivation creates social 
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anarchy and shakes the foundations of the poltical and 
social order. The people, especially the rural inhabutants 
of Sindh, should keep a close watch on elements in their 
areas who, on the orders of others, are destroying the 
peace and progress of the province. If social conditions 
in Sindh especially the law-and-order situation does not 
improve in the next few months, the inhabitants will be 
faced with greater hardships 


Fifty-seven thousand new jobs have been promised in 
Sindh’s new annual budget. last year as well 50.000 new 
yobs were to have been created but after a few hundred 
posts were filled, lack of money ended any new recruit- 
ments creating great disappointment among unem- 
ployed educated youth. The government 1s again prom- 
ising to create 57.000 new jobs bul no one can give 
assurance that all the jobs will be filled. It 1s thus the duty 
of Liagat Jatoi, the provincial minister of finance, to 
assure the people that all the new posts will be filled and 
will be made available on the basis of need as wel! as 
merit. | would suggest that the Sindh government obtain 
job applications from all educated unemployed youth in 
Sindh, enter the data into computers, and give employ- 
ment to these youths on the basis of their record as soon 
as possible. The government should include the private 
sector in its job creation efforts and place some of the 
responsibilty on the private sector. At present, the go 
ernment 1s the major source of jobs bul the private secto: 
should come to the aid of the government and by 
expanding industry and trade. help to end unemploy 
ment. At any rate, Sindh’s new fiscal budget 1s a balanced 
one but it has little to offer in the way of porting out 
new sources of revenue. The federal grant of |9 billon 
rupees is also inadequate and the government of Sindh 
should ask for a larger federal grant in order to be able to 
solve the problems of the province im a tar sighted 
manner. Uniess the pace of development picks up in thes 
province (and this depends on law and order also). its 
problems will remain unsolved In addition to the go 
ernment’s practical measures. the people also should 
resolve to change the situation. The people of the prov 
ince have mortgaged their fate to the government and its 
administrators and are waiting to see conditions 
improve, however, if the people should instead unite and 
challenge the enemies of society, there 1s no reason why 
conditions should not improve and allow the citizens | 
live again in peace and tranquility 


Large-Scale Development Io ( ommence 
92481170B Karachi AMN in Urdu 17 Jun 92 p 2 


[Editoral: “Sindh’s Rapid Progress” | 


[Text] Sindh’s provincial cabinet met under the charm 
anship of the chief minister, Sayed Muzaffar Hussain 
Shah, to review the province's social and economy 
progress, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has already 
promised to provide federal aid. The provincial cabinet 
decided in its meeting to improve the standard of 
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development work and to establish a sysiem of supers 
sion for such work. It was also decided to give final shape 
this month to the Sindh construction program 


lt es the responsibility of the Sindh government to give 
speedy approval to development projects and to esta> 
lsh an effective system of work supervision. It 1s cus- 
tomary to establish a deadline for the completion of such 
proyects but the lack of effective supervision has delayed 
the completion of work within the specified penod or the 
work done has been defective and substandard 
improvement in the system of supervision will allow 
development projects to be finished on time and raise 
the Standard of work pe ttormed 


Ministers should supervise their own departmental! 
prorects. entrusting this responsibility to secretanes 
divisional officers or district officers opens the door & 
orruption 


Since the social and economic development program 1s 
nerng Started in Sindh on a large scale. it 1s necessary that 
the chief minsster appomt an advisory commiuttee |r 
each ministry composed of the members of the assem!» 
who would periodically visit the sites of the development 
projects and see how the work 1s progressing. In order to 
render these commuttees more effective. members of the 
opposition party also should be included 


The government wants to build new schools. more roads 
mew health units. add beds im hosprtals. mcrease the 
number of government-run buses, and bring clectrncity 
to SOD more villages. The sites for these social and 
economic development projects are yet to be selected. It 
would be a good idea if the projects were divided equally 
among the province's four divisions: Karachi. Hydera- 
bad. Sukhur, and Larkana but there is no harm in 
allocating more development projects to the backward 
areas im order to rase them to the level of the more 
leveloped regions. Better results will be obtained if the 
development proyects are undertaken on the recommen- 
dations of the members of the assembly because the 
assembly members are well-acquainted with the needs 
and problems of their constituencies. Groups should be 
formed each consisting of the assembly members from a 
division and asked to recommend development projects 
and pomt out areas that need such projects. Each divi- 
sional group should include all the members of the 
assembly from that division irrespective of ther party 
affihation. A sumilar method has been adopted by the 
federal government for its development of the country 
program. the aim ts to undertake development projects 
in cach area on the basis of the recommendations of the 
assembly member from that area. The provincial gov- 
ernment no longer faces a shortage of funds. the prime 
minister has already announced the federal govern- 
ments willingness to give additional funds to Sindh if 
needed for economic and social development. It now 
remains to be seen how fast the Sindh government 
pushes Sindh s progress 
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imports Increase 20 Percent in Fiscal 1992-95 
BA 1507110992 Isiamahad THE NEWS on Enegiish 


IS Jul 92 p 


[Text] Islamabad—Pakistan’s wumport bill for fiscal vear 
1992-93 has increased by 20 percent as compared to the 
last financial year As per trade data available. Paksstan’s 
ymports mecreased from $7.6 dulhon [US dollars] m 


1990-91 to $9.1 belhon m 1991-9) 


Exports have. however. shown an merease of only || 
percent from $6 Dillhon in FS-Y! oO $6 5S Deion 
during 1991-92 The trade gap has. therefore. father 
widened from $!.5 bilhon m 1990-199! to $2.3 Delhon 
during | 991-92 


There has been an merease of about 57 percent m the 
moport of machinery im 1991-92. Thes moicates an 
accelerated pace of industnmalrsation m the country. it 
will not be out of place to mention that Pakistan 
imported tea worth §$ milhon and wheat worth § 34 
million. pulses worth $58 millon. edible orf worth $40 


millon during the year | 991-92 


Federal Budget. Military F xpenditures ( riticized 
92451113C Lahore NIDA-E-AHILAFAT om Urdu 


25 May ¥2 p 


[Article by Abdul-Karim Atid: “Handicapped Govern- 
ment Cannot Provide Robust Economy Big Portion of 
the New Budget Will Be Squandered by Foreign Inves- 
tors | 


[Text] Will we ever see a budget im Pakistan's history 
that would usher in a new era of development and 
prosperity’ Even forceful leaders who used to boast 
could not offer such a budget. They succumbed to the 
vested interests of businessmen. industrialists. landlords 
foreign investors, and international financial institu- 
tions. After such forceful leaders. a revolutionary budget 
was not even expected of the current, impotent leaders 
Thus the new budget 1s one of handicapped and power 
less leaders who do not have the courage to take concrete 
steps toward prosperity and development 


Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has declared this budget a 
poor man’s budget. but the only link between the two ts 
that this budget has created hardships tor the poor. Mrs 
Benazir complains that this budget is for industnal and 
business communities. The business community com- 
plains that this budget was designed to please landlords 
and farmers because it does not include the agriculture 
tax. Mr. Zahid Sartraz states that this 1s a bureaucratic 
budget. But has there ever been a budget in Pakistan that 
was not prepared by bureaucrats’? Once Professor Khur- 
shid Ahmad was given the responsibility to head the 
Planning Commission, but President Zia quickly real 
ized his mistake and as usual this responsibility was 
shifted to Ghulam Ishag. Our present finance minister 
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“stimates for spending and higher estimate 
During the current year Rs! .2 30 bilhon was pr 
spending. bul it turned owt to De Ks! 24) 
Likewrse, estimates for revenue fell short by Rs 
(nce agam. wrong estimates are Demme preparcc 
disclose the lowest possible deficit. It 1s bere 
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taxes will fall on ordinary people An inflation 
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monstrous inflation will not stay under contro! a 
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apperaius is mot only massive Dul it ss also useless and 
canna mect today s demands 


it defense spending continucs to mmecrease af thes rate 
then we would not aced an cnemy to desiroy us insicad 
just hke Russia. we will dee under the Durden of our own 
defense spending Defense spending should not be 
uniimuied or unaccountabdie Obviously Nawaz Stanf s 
weak government can only rubber stamp army general s 
demands for defense spending. and hes cnppied Musimm 
League 1s not capabic of formulating any pian to include 
the general publ sw that defense spending can 
reduced It 1s not even possible for a civil admunrstration 
to audit military procurement 


The only theng that the government has done for the 
poor :s thai before (hes Dudget 1 allowed a price increase 
of Rs 2 SO per kg for flour Now the government has 
announced that food siamps ell De rssued to [he poor to 
buy flour at a discount of Rs. | per kg No one seems to 


undersiand the food-stamp «xfheme either How ss i 
going to be umplemented” Will the poor ever benefit 
from ot or once agam will freeloaders hoard a” The 
governmx'nt has clasmed an cconomen growth rate of 6 4 
percent and comseders it a Png success. But thes growth 1s 
due to imereased agncultural production and even that 
ymiy m cotton crop. With the cxception of cotton. the 
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growth rate for all other crops G Magmant and ic 
manulacturing sector S25 Sel own any wages of 
progress either in tact. owcrall agncultural rroduction 
has deciined 


No ome Deleves [he finance muinesicr 5 asseThon that 
domesix imvesiment has increased by 15 percent and 
several huadred thousand «ortcrs ecere cmploved 
Investment has taken piace on paper only and produc 
uvety has aot increased “cw )o oppeortunroics are not 
on the hormzon citficr A “range aspect of the Duciget 
2eXCCss Sas Mal he governement announced cul mw 
development spending and <Mangrs in (aa laws in a press 
rejease Thesis tite first ome that ovcrneght changes were 
made m the Sudget and caposes crises wetfen (hc 
government Sot long ago dev ciopment spending used to 
make up 4) percent of the Dudget. « was only [5 percent 
mm he current Dudget and later through a pres ‘ricase it 
was reduced to 13 5 percent of the total budge 


The sew Dudget reveals thal cvents are mMowng m an 
pposite direction and (he government nenthier has any 
pian ner Courage tO Dmg any Change As long as potrtocal 
instadelity persests. regardiess of who s governing go 
erament will remain insiadic and « wil cot have the 
courage Of Means to Dring aPeoul any Range 
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Banglades’: “omen Bought. seid inte Maver 
¥2 45! ink Isieemahad TNE WI SLIW on Eneiist 
” Jun Yl oo; 


[Text] A 199) study Oy the Natonal ( ounce for Soci 
Welfare in Pakistan catrmaics that |(#) w |) Bang. 
adeshi women and grts are Drought int) Pakistan ewer 
month and many arc wed against (Meir eri) into prosi- 
whom Marmage of domesin sry tude 


The average age of the female vectams 5 |) The majomty 
have fern lured from Banglades® to Pakrsian % prom- 
as of om. Setier paw and 4 Seticr Wie “Se women 
avec wemply Seen alducted and fregucntiy drugged 
The traffickers include Doth women and men 


Them vectoms are Drought Dy Dus and train through India 
to Paksstan. of on many cases. Nav ing Deen transported to 
india and walk across the Sorder nto Paketan They 
Mten cnd up in Orothicts in Bangiadcsh: paras (sums) in 
Karact:. although as (her sumiters have wsen (hey fave 
heen found in wail towns throughoul Pakistan 


They are Seid under termbhic conditions According Ww a 
rcoemt report submitted to the | anted Natrons Working 
(sroup on ( ontemporary Forms of Maver) fl (rcatment 
consiant eort and wiual Narassement are (Perr Common 
capenence and cape «© oot unusual The gemps ox 
threats of cxposeng (fe eomen 5 “aius as licgal omm) 
grants of denouncing them under the Hudood aes to 
compe! them w prowde dewred wrveces Those «fo 
cust arc Seater. of wore 


Trafficking of Bangladesh: eomen into Paarstan tor (he 
purposes of domesin of wiual “avery Mas Deen gomg on 
for (0 or |S wears It reoenwed comssderabic international 
attention through an interyice Dv ihe W ashington-hascWI 
Natonai Public Radio (NPR) eth an w | l-vear-<d 
Banglades: trafficking «xctom. Fatma aiong enth | 
wher Bangladesh: women she was discovered in 
Karacts ( entral Jad (AC J) 


Fatma was kadnapped from Yer village oo Bangladesh 
compriied to walk to Paksstan. Srought to Karachi. and 
forced into domesin service in a prostitutron den where 
ste sand ste was repeatedly Keaten Oy (he prmMp She was 
arrested Jumng a pole seerp and Oefore Deming placed 
om KC) where she was weterweewed by NPR she pent 
two wecks mm a poloe lock up mm Karact: efhere wie was 
allegedly deaten repeatedly Dy the police offtcers 
According to a |S) report of the Ucneve-Dased Ant 
Slavery Sececty. Fatma was Dasied out of the Al) Ow a 
known femaic trafficker 1n @omen and has not Yern seen 
une 


In the carty days of thes growing femaiec dave trade. when 
the number of victoms was smaller and (he phenomenon 
less well known. the sale of woman and gris used to de 
biatantly advertised Pubin aucteoms were fecid promar!y 
m the Karacth: sums A Bangladesh: journalist wt 


ertnessed one such auctoon des rm hed ( [hrs way 
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At aught. gris were being Drought to the slum and (thr) 
auctbon took place indoors. There was a0 Dedding as such 
because there was always an undersianding Deteern 
oracurers and the customers Defore ihe auction. U suaily 
the vounger and more beautiful gris were sold quick! 
and at fegher gnces. The unmarned and virgin gris were 
wold for | 5.000-20.000 taka A‘so a group of 10-20 gts 
was sold together for 8.008) to 200.000 taka to Drothe! 
yeners and pumps. Some gris were kept aside Dofore 
the aucthon to De taken seperatciy Wo hotels for wealthy 
buvers who were gycen ihe opportunity to imspect the 
gris indivedually Wen from the villages also came to 
ck eves. A Punjath man geve 10.00) taka for an 
ordinary Bangladesh: wri The auchon ended Those 
who were wid went with the Duvers The rest returned to 
the place they came from Ewvervone remained sient It 
seemed that the gyris were Mcipiess and specchicss 


Semce the carly dave. wafficking m women between 
Bangladesh and Pakistan Nas increased and. as pubix 
attention has deen drawn to the probiem. the practice of 
iliing women has Secome more clandestine In Kara 
om s teeming Bangladesh: sums. agents acting on Dehalt 
” pemps cow keep the women and gris in dens and 
quectiy trade (hem from (hese Dosic!s 


4 19! Boush Broadcasting ( ompany (BBC ) documen 
tary focusing on trafficking in women in Pakistan inter 
vewed a former Pakistan: pimp who sand there were 
anywhere from |S) to 21%) geris in every den im the slum 
mn whech be operated The BEC also mterviewed a 
avtornous local pomp. Bachuu. who. though denying he 
#as a pemp. admitted to keeping 5 to ¥ Bangladesh: gor! 
tenants on hes house af any geven me According to a 
recemt report prepared bv the Karachi-based Lawyers for 
Human Rights and Legal Add (LHRLA). ower 200.000 
Bangladesh: women are current!) in Pakisian as a result 
¥ trafficking. vet 1t remains a “hidden  probiem 


Rather than continuing to auction the gris publicly the 
mmps have taken to marrying them off. sometimes to 
the peemps themscives Thrs protects both the pumps and 
therr chents from berg charged under (he Hudood laws 
etich. as noted. penaiiz?. among other things. scx out 
ede of marmage and can carry long prison terms and 
wvere corporal punishment 


In an wmterverw weth a local Karact: dary an infamous 
mmp Sher Khan who denied seiling gris Dut was lately 
arrested for running a Drothe! sand 


| aseest om the arrangement of a gris marnage It ss a 
good deed | collect the moncy from the Sndegroom s 
parents and pay « to the gorfs parents The orau/y 
pronounced tAar and 4a wmpic ceremony takes place 
Bangiad<sh: women who have Deen picked up during 
pote raids of prostituthon dens or who have cscaned 
after Deng word reper that (he. were marned rather than 
wid and that the cxchange of money between the pimp 
and the buyer took the form of dower, 


4 1988 aory =m a Kareact: dal) documents the sale of a 
Raneladesh: woman in a#huh a eu harerd “4) rupees 
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to marry the girl to her buyer. Reportedly these husbands 
often buy the girls and then sell them again at a small 
profit. 


At current prices and depending on the virginity, beauty 
and health of the girls and women, a sale can bring 
anywhere from US $800 to US$1,600. 


As noted in a 1991 study of trafficking: 


Both the Pakistani and Bangladeshi governments have 
ratified the 1926 Slavery Convention and the 1956 
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, 
the Slave Trade and Any Practices Similar to Slavery, 
and thus have undertaken to suppress slavery in all its 
forms. Both governments are well aware of the rising 
flesh trade between their two countries, yet neither has 
done much about it. 


In fact, rather than protecting the women and girls by 
arresting those accountable for their illegal sale and 
abuse, the Pakistani government is imprisoning the 
women and girls while allowing most brokers and pimps 
to go free. According to the National Welfare Survey, 
1,400 Bangladeshi women and girls are currently in 
prison in Pakistan, ostensibly for entering the country 
illegally or for offenses under the Hudood Ordinances. 
According to the Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal 
Aid (LHRLA), in November, 1991 there were 80 such 
women and girls in Karachi Central Jail, many of whom 
are pregnant or have children or infants who live with 
them in prison. 


In many cases, Bangladeshi women arrested by police 
suffer prolonged detention, usually because of a lack of 
counsel or inadequate financial or personal resources to 
provide bail or surety. In many other cases, like Fatima’s 
described above, the women are simply bailed out by the 
pimps and returned to the dens. Meanwhile, the pimps 
go free, while pimps involved in the sale of Bangladeshi 
women and girls have been arrested by the police, not 
one has ever been prosecuted and punished by the 
government for trafficking in women or for the abuses 
commonly associated with this practice. As noted by one 
local observer, the Pakistani government rather than 
dealing with the causes of the problem, seems bent on 
“victimizing the victims.” 


Cases 


Several Bangladeshi women were interviewed in Lahore 
and Karachi who had been brought to Pakistan by 
traffickers and ended up being imprisoned, either on 
Hudood charges or for violations of Pakistan’s immigra- 
tion law. These women were interviewed after they had 
been released from prison. 


In a Lahore case, the woman was awaiting the outcome 
of a Hudood case that had been lodged against her by her 
buyer from whom she had escaped. In Karachi, three 
young Bangladeshi women were in a local welfare center 
hoping to be repatriated to Bangladesh. 
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Shamim Akhtar, 20, in Lahore was from Dhaka, Bang- 
ladeshi. She told that several men abducted her from 
outside her aunt’s home in Dhaka and took her by train 
to New Delhi, India. She believes she was given drugs, 
since she was unconscious for the entire trip. From New 
Delhi they took a bus to an unknown place, got off and 
started walking to Pakistan. It took them 15 days. There 
were five men with her who she believes were from 
Pakistan. At the border, there was a police station with 
two other Bangladeshi women in it. The men spoke to 
the police but she did not understand what they said. 
They passed over the border. 


Eventually, they made their way to a tailor shop in 
Sadikabad, Punjab, Pakistan. The man kept Shamim 
locked up in a room there for about 15 days, until they 
found a buyer. She was taken to the buyer’s house and 
made to put her thumb print on a blank piece of paper 
which later turned out to be a marriage certificate. 
Shamim was with the buyer at his farm for over a year. 
One night, the mother of the buyer told Shamim that he 
had sold her to somebody else. She left the house that 
night and tried to commit suicide by attempting to 
drown herself in a stream. A passerby saved her and took 
her back to his house in Sadikabad. 


She married the uncle of the man who rescued her and 
spent one year in Multan with him. Her buyer’s brother 
discovered she was still alive and tried to get money from 
them, but they refused. He then went to his brother and 
told him that Shamim was still alive. In the meantime, 
Shamim and her husband moved to Lahore. 


In August of that year, police came to her house in 
Lahore with her contract of marriage to the buyer, saying 
that she had been married twice. They took her and her 
husband to the police station and charged them with 
adultery under the Hudood Ordinances. They were 
jailed for three months. They both obtained bail and 
ultimately they were acquitted of the zina charge. How- 
ever, the buyer has filed a suit for restitution of conjugal 
rights, while Shamim has filed a counter-suit for nullifi- 
cation of marrage: both cases are still proceedings. 


Several Bangladeshi women were interviewed at the 
Edhi Center in Karachi. Edhi has frequently supplied 
bail and surety for women accused under the Hudood 
Ordinances, and the Edhi Home is the largest refuge for 
Bangladeshi women in Pakistan. As of October 1991, 
there were 80 Bangladeshi women and girls in the Edhi 
Center in Karachi and another 46 in the Edhi Lahore 
Center. 


Neelofar at the Edhi Center in Karachi said that she had 
been working at a mill in Chittagong, Bangladesh, when 
a woman advised her that she could earn much more 
money in Bombay. The next day the woman took her 
and her younger sister Jasmeen, to meet a man who 
turned out to be a da/al pimp. Both sisters were told by 
the pimp that they would receive jobs as domestic 
servants. 
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They went from Chittagong to Jessore, Bangladesh by 
bus, took a train to India and then walked across the 
border to Pakistan. It took them a month to reach 
Karachi. Altogether there were more than 20 women in 
the group and four younger girls. In Karachi, they were 
brought to the pimp Bachuu’s house in Ayesha Manzil. 
Women who complained or tried to return home were 
beaten, although Neelofar said she was not beaten. Men 
came to the house to buy the women. There were 40 to 
50 women there. 


The police raided the pimp’s house after Neelofar had 
been there for ten days. She was kept in the police lock 
up for four days, and then taken before a magistrate and 
transferred to the Karachi Central Jail. She was charged 
with illegal immigration. 


All the Bangladeshi women were kept together in the 
prison. One man was arrested in the raid, but not the 
pimp. The pimps used to come to the jail to tell the 
women that only the pimps could get them bail. While 
they were in prison, other Bangladeshi women were also 
brought there under arrest. 


Rabia and Raheema were arrested in the same police 
raid. Raheema had been brought by her aunt to Lahore. 
A man came to the house where they were staying and, 
while her aunt was out, took her to Ayesha Manzil in 
Karachi with another group of women that included 
Rabia and Neelofar. None of the women in this group 
had been sold before the police raid. 


The 1991 report by Lawyers for Human Rights and Legal 
Aid on trafficking in women and children in Pakistan 
documents | 3 cases of Bangladeshi women and girls who 
were brought to Pakistan against their will. 


Nonetheless, the victims’ stories suggest a pattern of 
illegal inducement, transport, abuse, sale and forced 
sexual and domestic servitude of women in violation of 
Pakistan’s international obligations. 


Women Said ‘Disadvantaged, Exploited Lot’ 
92AS1117G Karachi DAWN in English 5 Jun 92 pp I-lIl 


[Article by Zubeida Mustafa: “The Status of Women: 
What Is the True State of Affairs?”; quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] The women’s movement in Pakistan (I use the 
term for want of a more appropriate one) has lost its 
earlier vitality. The various organisations which came 
together under the umbrella of the Women’s Action 
Forum to take up cudgels against an Establishment 
determined to suppress the female identity, have gone 
their separate ways. 


This is distressing because a lot of work still remains to 
be done to raise the status of women. Admittedly, 
enormous progress has been made by a small minority of 
the female population in the country. In the last decade 
and a half since the international women’s year in 1975, 
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women have achieved what was unheard of before. The 
number of girls enrolled in primary schools and in the 
universities has doubled and the female literacy rate has 
gone up by five percentage points in the last decade from 
16 to 21 percent. Even the labour force participation 
ratio of women has risen from three percent to twelve 
percent in 1981-1991. Health-wise women’s status has 
improved even though marginally, and the sex rate has 
risen from 90 (for 100 men) to 92. 


More importantly, women are now entering fields from 
which they were excluded previously. We have had a 
woman prime minister. Today we have a woman head of 
a bank, a woman editor of a daily newspaper and many 
women engineers, architects, surgeons and even airline 
pilots. 


Then why should there be concern? Because the induc- 
tion of women in many of these erstwhile male preserves, 
welcome though it is, has not given them a voice in the 
decision-making process. Hardly any of them are in a 
position to transform the system which continues to be 
heavily biased in favour of men. 


Then, it must be pointed out that the progress that has 
been recorded is confined to a minuscule minority which 
is privileged by virtue of its education, wealth or family 
tradition. The overwhelming majority of women in 
Pakistan continue to be a disadvantaged exploited lot. 
Their situation has not changed at all. The overall 
position of women is so dismal that it 1s at par with some 
of the poorest and most backward countries of Africa. In 
terms of Third World averages, Pakistani women are 
definitely way behind in literacy, education, health care, 
mortality rates and demographic indicators. 


If U.N. statistics are to be believed, women in Pakistan 
have gone two steps backward after taking a step forward 
in the seventies. For instance, in 1981, 31 percent of girls 
in the 5-9 year age group were enrolled in schools. This 
ratio fell to 28 percent in 1988. If the absolute number of 
those enrolled has doubled, it is because of the colossal 
increase in the size of Pakistan’s population. The 
number of girls out of school has increased even more. 
Take the crude birth rate which is a good indicator of the 
status of women in a society. This had begun to steadily 
decline since the sixties when the first official family 
planning programme was launched. In 1960 the CBR 
[Crude Birth Rate] was 49 per 1000. In 1982 it had come 
down to 42 only to shoot up again to 46 in 1989. 
Correspondingly, the total fertility rate (the average 
number of children a woman can have in her reproduc- 
tive life) went up to 6.6 in 1989 after having fallen to 5.8 
in 1982. 


This is not surprising. The Ziaul Haq years were the 
darkest period in the history of Pakistani women. Laws 
were enacted in the name of Islamisation which not only 
cruelly discriminated against women but actually made 
them liable to be punished for crimes which they had not 
committed. For example, the promulgation of the 
Hudood Ordinance created a situation which has sent 
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more women to prison in Pakistan than ever before in 
the country’s history. Many of them who are innocent 
still languish in jail because they are disadvantaged by 
poverty, illiteracy and social traditions. 


Another devastating dimension of the martial law years 
which took women back several decades was the anti- 
feminine climate that was created. The establishment of 
the Women’s Division in the Federal Government and 
loud proclamations of the mghts granted to women by 
Islam notwithstanding, they were actually pushed back 
in an effort to confine them within the four walls of their 
homes. The slogan of chadar aur chardivari was raised to 
restrain women from coming forward to seek better- 
ment. Female emancipation was checked by con- 
demning the few who sought to provide leadership to 
women in their struggle to unshackle themselves as 
Westernised and alien to the indigenous culture. As 
though the Pakistani culture only consigns women to the 
dark backwaters of ignorance and servility. 


The most disturbing aspect of the women’s situation 
today is that this state of decay and retrogression which 
set in a decade ago continues to persist. In fact, the 
position is bleaker. Why? Firstly, politics has supplanted 
discussion on social and women’s issues. Although this 
should not be so because such questions which are 
fundamental to our survival should be an integral part of 
politics. But the fact is that they are not, because of the 
bankruptcy of our politics. Hence in the absence of a 
focus for the struggle for women’s rights which the 
military regime's blatantly anti-woman stance had pro- 
vided, the response of the women’s movement has also 
weakened considerably. 


This is dangerous for the women’s struggle. For while a 
small minority appears to be doing well, the condition of 
the majority is detenorating and that too insidiously. As 
the women’s movement has begun to flag in dynamism, 
the paradox is that it alone can revive public interest in 
the uplift of women. Given the thrust of the govern- 
ment’s policy towards privatisation, it 1s futile to expect 
the public sector to be geared towards the betterment 
and progress of women. 


The problem with many of the women’s bodies 1s that 
they have concentrated mainly on consciousness raising 
and creating awareness among women of their mghts. 
This is a key function the significance of which should 
not be downgraded. The fact is that until women assert 
themselves to achieve their mghts and empower them- 
selves, they will remain a downtrodden class. But con- 
sciousness without the necessary facilities to help women 
help themselves can prove to be quite frustrating. 


It is in this context that the women’s movement in 
Pakistan has failed. There are a number of agencies 
which are working to provide literacy, health care, 
employment opportunities and legal aid to women. They 
are rendering highly commendable service in their own 
areas and their contribution should not be belittled. 
They have, however, failed at the macro level. One 
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cannot help but note that they have not succeeded in 
generating a wider thrust towards change. 


If attitudes had been sufficiently transformed, the 
dropout rate among female pupils would not have been 
so high—over 75 percent of the girls drop out of the 
school system after the primary level. It has not been 
possible to even sustain their enrolment in schools once 
their parents have been motivated to send their daugh- 
ters to school. 


The time has now come for the women’s movement to 
concertedly strive for the empowerment of women. Con- 
sciousness raising was the first stage and it has certainly 
been marked with success. Even mobilising public 
opinion for the women’s cause was a prime responsi- 
bility at a time when civil nghts were non-existent under 
the martial jaw regime. Had this not been done, women 
would not have managed to hold on to many of the nghts 
they had managed to win earlier after a hard struggle. 
Moreover, they would have been dragged into the dark 
chasms of obscurantism as they would have become 
hapless victims of the miscarriage of justice. How nar- 
rowly they escaped this fate thanks to the dynamism of 
the women’s movement at that time was demonstrated 
in the Fahmida-Allah Bakhsh and the Shahida Parveen 
cases. Consciousness raising and mobilisation of pubic 
opinion were the factors that saved women in the 
blackest phase of their history. But now the time for the 
next stage has arrived. The immediate need 1s to provide 
the facilities which are necessary to capitalise on the 
awareness that has been created about the women’s 
Cause. 


If women have been made aware of the importance of 
education for their personal, social and economic devel- 
opment, they must be provided schools where they can 
study and their absence from home for a few hours every 
day be facilitated. When they are taught about the 
significance of health care, sanitation and nutrition for 
their quality of life, medical facilities must be made 
accessible to them. When women learn about the impact 
of family size and the spacing of children on their own 
health and the health of their children, as well as their 
socio-economic emancipation, contraceptives should 
also be made available to them. Similarly, the impor- 
tance of economic emancipation has little relevance if 
the employment generation process 1s neglected and no 
provision made for care for the working woman. 


Here it must be emphasised that all this can be achieved 
if women are organised with a view to promoting their 
empowerment. Education must be central to this pro- 
cess. Thus alone can the women’s movement ultimately 
come to be rooted in the middle class from where it must 
derive its strength and following, if it is to succeed. If this 
opportunity 1s allowed to go by default, all that has been 
achieved in the past decade will be irretrievably lost. 
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Women in Custody Said Routinely Tortured, 
Abused 

924S81206C Islamabad THE MUSLIM (Supplement) 
in English 26 Jun 92 pl 


{Quotation marks as published] 


[Text] More than 70 percent women in police custody in 
Pakistan are subjected to physical and sexual abuse by 
law enforcement agents, yet not a single police official 
has been punished for such abuse. 


This was noted in a 106-page report released by Asia 
Watch and Women’s Rights Project, the two divisions of 
the New York-based Human Rights Watch. The report 
entitled “Double Jeopardy: Police Abuse in Pakistan,” 
called upon the Pakistan government to put an end to 
impunity for crimes of custodial violence against women 
and to guarantee them equal protection of law. 


The report says that Pakistan: police deny women the 
basic protection due by law. Police often refuse to 
register rape complaints by women, particularly if the 
complaint implicates an officer. 


According to a 1990 study of rape in Pakistan, “the 
police 1s notonous for delays or outright refusals to 
register FIRs (First Information Reports). While such 
treatment of a crime victim would be illegal and abusive 
under any circumstances, it has particularly serious 
ramifications for female rape victums. To file an FIR, 
rape victims must be medically examined tn the presence 
of a police officer, preferably within 48 hours of the 
assault. If she is not examined, the rape victim must 
herself account for the delay, even when the FIR are 
impossible to obtain and evidence essential to prove a 
rape allegation may be lost. For example: 


—On October 24, 1991, according to press reports, 
Jannat Bibi from the town of Kehrore Pacca was 
allegedly raped by eight armed men who broke into 
her house. The assailants cut off Jannat’s nose and fled 
with her clothes. On October 25, a friend of Janaat’s 
went to the local police station and tned to register a 
case of gang-rape, but the SHO (Station House 
Officer) refused. After two days the SHO registered a 
complaint, but described the crime as theft. Only after 
Janaat’s case was widely publicised did the police 
relent, and 10 days after the incident, register a rape 
charge against her assailants. 


—On July 30, 1989, Nazir Ahmed, his wife Anwar and 
sister Fatima of Mandi Bahauddin, were stopped by 
former employers who charged them with theft and 
denounced them to the local police. They were taken 
by police to the local station house, where the women 
were stripped naked by several officers, raped and had 
sticks inserted into their vaginas. The police delayed 
accompanying the women for a medical exam (which, 
though performed three days after the assault, sup- 
ported allegations of repeated rape and sexual assault) 
and refused to register a case against the implicated 
officers. Only after press reports and a public demon- 
stration did the police finally register a rape charge. 
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The delay or refusal to register FIRs when the victim or 
accused 1s a woman has become so commonplace that 
several regional High Courts have been compelled by the 
intervention of human nghts lawyers to take suo motto 
notice of certain cases and to force local police to register 
FIRs. This appears to be true of custodial rape cases in 
particular. In one recent case, the Lahore High Court 
empowered itself to act as “police officers” and arrested 
four officers implicated in rape charges whom the police 
had refused to arrest. 


Officers frequently illegally detain women in police 
lockup for days at a time without formally registering a 
charge against them or producing them before a magis- 
trate within the prescribed 24-hour period. 


Although women police officers are required for the 
> .est and interrogation of women, this rarely occurs. 
Thus, women prisoners are often held in custody indef- 
initely by male police officers without the knowledge of 
the courts. Most sexual abuse of female detainees occurs 
in these periods of “invisibility.” 


More than 60 percent of all female detainees are impris- 
oned under the hudood ordinances. Over 2,000 women 
currently are imprisoned under these laws alone. 
Although the acquittal rate for women in hudood cases 1s 
estimated at over 30 percent by the time a wrongfully 
prosecuted woman has been vindicated, she 1s likely to 
have spent months and in some cases years In prison says 
the report which 1s based in part on a two-week visit to 
Pakistan in October 1991. 


Hundreds of Bangladeshi women too are currently jailed 
in Pakistan and subjected to similar treatment. These 
women are smuggled into the country at a rate of 100 to 
150 a month and are forcibly sold into prostitution or 
domestic servitude. While the women are arrested by 
police as illegal immigrants or for Hudood offences, not 
a single person has been punished for trafficking in 
women. 


To end custodial violence against women and eliminate 
gender discrimination, the Asia Watch and the Women’s 
Rights Project offered a series of recommendations to 
the Pakistan government. These are: 


—The government should prosecute criminally officers 
who engage 1n sexual or physical abuse of women in 
custody and should also guarantee women equality 
before and equal protection of the law. 


—The government should repeal the Hudood Ordi- 
nances insofar as they fail to guarantee the full 
equality of women before the law, the nght of women 
to testify and present evidence in court, the right of 
women to have their testimony given equal weight to 
that of men, and the right to be free of cruei and 
inhuman punishments such as flogging, amputation 
and stoning. 
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—The government should take immediate steps to 
enforce the laws and rules pertaining to the detention 
of women in police custody and to strengthen the 
capacity of state prosecutors to investigate and prose- 
cute sexual and physical abuse of women in police 
custody. 


—Police should be trained to recognize the criminality 
of violence against women and to eliminate custodial! 
violence. 


—The government should ensure that the judiciary gives 
high pnority to eliminating impunity for crimes of 
custodial violence against women by making good- 
faith efforts to punish abusive police officers to the full 
extent of the law and administer the law without 
prejudice toward women. 


—The Pakistani government should see to it that judges 
protect the basic mghts of women to a fair tral and end 
practices that violate due process. 


—The judiciary should exercise its authority to guar- 
antee that women are not arbitrarily or illegally 
detained by ending the use of private facilities for 
detaining women who have not been formally charged 
and ensuring that a finding of probable cause for arrest 
iS made in a timely manner so as to reduce wrongful 
prosecution, particularly for Hudood offenses. Judges 
should receive traiming on the criminality of violence 
against women and gender discrimination 


—The Pakistani government should make every effort to 
provide free legal assistance to indigent women and 
men. 


—The Pakistani government should eliminate traf- 
ficking in women and make every effort to prosecute 
vigorously those involved in the forced transport and 
sale of women and girls for sexual or domestic servi- 
tude, investigate and prosecute police officers or other 
state agents implicated in trafficking or in the failure 
to investigate and arrest traffickers, and refrain from 
prosecuting involuntary victims of trafficking. 


—To demonstrate its commitment to end custodial 
violence against women and to ensure women’s mghts 
to equality before the law and equal protection of the 
law, the Asia Watch has urged the Pakistani govern- 
ment to ratify the international agreements that pro- 
tect women’s human mghts such as the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its 
Optional Protocols, the Convention Against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, and the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 


Rape, Torture, Humiliation of Women Said 
Commonplace 

924S1206A Islamabad THE MUSLIM (Supplement) 
in English 27 Jun 92 pp Ill 


[Article by S.K. Kauser: “Two Cases Too Many} 
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[Text] The protests rolled in starting with the larger cities 
of Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. Wave after wave they 
rose and flowed through various cities of Pakistan, 
including Peshawar, Faisalabad and Abbottabad. 


The cities conspicuously missing were Hyderabad, 
Quetta and Multan, to name a few. Why were there no 
protests in these urban centres? One could speculate, 
analyse and debate, but would it not be an act of futility? 
Ultumately, the cities must reflect on their own silence, 
and speak for themselves. 


The waves of protest were not tidal waves sweeping aside 
all and sundry in one giant sweep of anger. They were 
small and self-contained, and herein lay their strength, 
because the protests were loud and clear, and focused. 
There was no stoning and burning and looting. With 
dignity the violation of women’s dignity was con- 
demned. Though non-violent, they were closely watched 
by the machinery of state-violence, and in sane places tt 
whimsically crashed on the protesters as 1f compelled to 
justify its existence. 


The waves of protest were initially tnggered off by social 
action groups and women’s groups like WAR (War 
Against Rape) and WAF (Women’s Action Forum), and 
were courageously supported by many other groups and 
individuals. This outburst was non-partisan, and was 
vigorously backed by the women’s wing of PPP. Close at 
their heels was PDA, to be rapidly followed by the verbal 
protests of some well-entrenched politicians and politi- 
cised groups. 


Most conspicuous in the politicised protests was Jamaat- 
e-Islam:. It 1s difficult to recall whether Jamaat-e-!Islami, 
and other politicians now expressing their indignation at 
the gang rape of women, had ever publicly expressed 
disapproval at other reported incidents of rape' Their 
concern, of course, 1s welcome, but how ts one to assess 
their sersousness! Will they be willing to discuss this 
most abject of violence with their male party workers 
and supporters’? Are they prepared to have their male 
workers/supporters examine rape as the ultimate expres- 
sion of all violence inflicted on women’ Will they 
honestly explore their perception of women and atiempt 
to understand how rape is linked with the way men 
consciously or unconsciously see women” 


If they allow themselves, they will realise that our 
tradition has used women as a convenient means for 
vengeance, and men have suppressed women in order to 
mitigate the msks to male honour. Thus, girls’ mght to 
seek knowledge, 1s restricted; their choice of work cur- 
tailed: their mght to sports and cultural activities 
thwarted. In short, their potential creativity 1s inhibited, 
simply because of the vulnerability of a peculiar aspect of 
male pride and, perhaps, when all this happens. sexual 
exploitation of women increases 


The political parties who clamoured to denounce the 
torture and humiliation of Khursheed Begum and Veena 
Hayat, will they be prepared to spare some moments to 
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reflect over the socio-economic and political determ:- 
nants of rape? Will they be courageous enough to listen 
to the deep fears that haunt women’ They need not go 
far, and turn to the women of their families and their 
women party workers. 


Do they think they could engender sufficient trust to 
enable their women to narrate what they fear most about 
men, and to define the type of male-female relationship 
they desire, and for which their party should struggle” 
But such dialogue between men and women ts not easy. 
It requires an unconditional and honest respect for 
women, and an earnest desire to understand the role of 
male-perception of women in the vulnerability of women 
as women. 


Rape as a tool of oppression is a gory expression of man’s 
brutality towards women. This heinous act becomes 
more nauseating when perpetrated as a planned strategy 
of suppression. When this form of oppression appears in 
a feudal setting (as in the recent cases near Multan) it 1s 
a declaration of a feudal power’s ultimate contempt of 
the powerless. When this contempt stalks the urban 
centres and deliberately hunts down women to rape 
them for their direct or indirect affiliation with a polit- 
ical party, feudal and political debauchery becomes one 


But political debauchery becomes more despicable when 
a woman 1s kidnapped and raped while her husband 1s 
being tned for some crimes supposedly committed by his 
party. His being a suspect magically transforms his wife 
into an easy prey for those determined to exercise an 
eerie privilege to strike at men by demeaning their 
women. 


This conscious and traditional act became more con- 
scious when after being raped the woman was told that 
her violation was a ‘gift’ to her husband... This was rape 
committed fearlessly not because the criminals were 
confident of dodging the law or had support of a tradi- 
tional power base, but perhaps because they had the 
sanction of power duly legalised by the state. They were 
no ordinary criminals who rape and loot. They were 
‘official’ criminals because they were part of an official 
organ of the state—1.e., the police 


This was not the first alleged custodial rape. But custo- 
dial rape lifted itself to new heights when a home was 
turned into the ‘custodial arena’ of unhampered torture 
The despicable happening within the chardevan of 
‘policy custody’ acquired an indescribable grotesqueness 
when undertaken within the sanction of a home. A dual 
degradation took place, as a woman and the sanctity of 
her home were \1olated simultaneously 


The role-call of recent victims 1s grim: Khursheed Begum 
(Karachi), Veena Hayat, (Karachi). Aasia Ayub (Rawal- 
pindi), a pregnant woman dragged out of her house by 26 
armed men, and gang raped in public (Beetvani, near 
Multan), a young girl assaulted by an “influential” 
person of her area (Green Town, Lahore), an eight- 
year-old girl, raped and murdered (Lahore), a young 
patient from Lala Musa, raped by four men (Lahore). a 
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four-year-old girl raped by a forty-year-old man (Bnha 
road, Naushero Feroze, Nawabshah), a five-year-old 
sexually assaulted by the salesman of a bakery (Karachi). 
a nine-year-old raped (Karachi) ... and let us not forget 
the horror stones of Machharwali and Nawabpur. 


But this is only the tip of the iceberg ... the tp is tiny; and 
the iceberg 1s ominously colossal, floating heavily and 
silently in an ice-cold sea.... 


Five patterns are discernable: protected by a chardevai a 
man rapes a child... a number of men rape a woman, 
protected by the walls of police stations, policemen rape 
women, shielded by age-old feudal power, dacoits loot 
and rape, intoxicated by their feudal power, men rape 
women publicly, backed by state-power, trained oppres- 
sors break into homes to torture and rape. 


The last appears to be the latest twist to the deadly 
humihation of women. Women’s mght to dignity and 
security of person, guaranteed by the UN Charter of 
Human Rights, the constitution of Pakistan, and Islam, 
has been mpped apart. Justice and peace, the goal and 
desire of humanity lies mutilated. The waves of protest 
recently witnessed were an assertion of our mght to 
justice and peace. They were yet another step against the 
unacceptable. They symbolise an age-old determination 
of humanity to retrieve justice and peace from the 
backyard of society 


Continuing Illiteracy Said Harming National 
Interests 

924S1206B Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
27 Jun 92 p § 


[Article by Zia U! Islam: “Unemployment and Literacy 
4 Common Solution” | 


[Text] Unemployment overthrows governments. Ilht- 
eracy destroys nations. Together, the two evils consume 
entire generations of people just as the twin menace of 
water-logging and salinity turns fertile soil into barren 
wasteland 


Both evils are gnawing at the flesh of Pakistan like giant 
rats. For most governments unemployment is a more 
serious threat because it seems nearer whereas illiteracy 
can wait, specially in an unawakened country like Pak:- 
stan where those who should be wormed about the future 
of the nation are busy taking care of their present. But 
illiteracy simply cannot wait. No country can expect to 
progress at all unless its people are reasonably equipped 
with knowledge 


It needs no debate to prove this point: no country has in 
the entire history of the world until today, progressed 
into a genuinely developed nation without a mayorty of 
its people being educated. Oil or minerais may bring 
riches, not development’ 


It 1s, however, difficult to blame governments in poorer 
countnes when they push away literacy and education 
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into the backyard and give pnority to more immediate 
issues like unemployment and provision of utilities 
After all, their first pnority ts to stay in power. With 
millions of unemployed men and women yelling at their 
heels and raillhons more shouting hoarse for water and 
health-care, it 1s difficult for any government to invest in 
an area like education whose returns in any case will not 
be visible for several years, perhaps decades 


Spending on education ts like planting a tree, whose fruit 
the farmer well knows will not be ready for him but for 
his children. While an individual can think and plant for 
his children, a degenerated society, collectively, 1s almost 
incapable of such altruistic thinking. 


Will education then, continue to sob like an orphan who 
receives ample sympathy and lip-service but little invest- 
ment? | think this ts not a zero-sum game. It 1s not really 
necessary to sacrifice one priority over the other. Which 
is why | have brought the two problems of unemploy- 
ment and illiteracy together. There exists a great plan 
where both the problems can be addressed simulta- 
neously. A single investment can be utilised in such a 
manner that it will minimise both the evils systemati- 


cally and simultaneously. Like all innovative schemes, of 


course, it will need a high degree of commitment by the 
government and the getting together of a few determined 
and dedicated persons to execute the plan 


The main target of the pian ts to create a nucleus of well 


trained school teachers out of the availabie pool of 


unemployed educated young men and women. Thus, as 


more and more unemployed youths get jobs, the cause of 


education and literacy 1s furthered with the growing 
reservoir of trained teachers. Seems simple enough on 
paper. In reality it 1s a little complicated in Pakistan. So 
let us examine some of the more important hurdles and 
ways and means to overcome these complications. But 
before we do that it ic necessary to briefly understand if 
the plan is really a worthwhile solution to the twin 
menace of unemployment and illiteracy 


As | said above, no country can dream of progressing 
without a reasonable level of literacy and education. No 
amount of industnalisation or investment, including 
foreign investment, on which we seem to be pinning a lot 
of hopes, can bring real progress unless they are accom- 
panied by a fast increase in literacy rate. Examples of 
South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong and now 
Malaysia are more than revealing in this respect. None of 
them made any headway towards prospenty until! their 
literacy rates climbed well above 50 percent 


Pakistan with its official 27 percent rate of literacy 
(which a UN report puts at a shameful 16 percent), 
cannot and should not expect to create a world record by 
progressing with around 80 percent of its people unable 
to read and write! Miracles are rare in these difficult 
times and even if a miracle were to happen in the world 
today. | see little likelihood that Pakistan could be at the 
receiving end. We rarely try to do anything to deserve it! 


SOCIAL ISSUES 45 


It 1s easy to see why literacy and education are essential 
to usher in an industnal revolution, which no doubt ts 
our last hope for survival. Industnalists and entrepre- 
neurs need talent, they need growing numbers of eng)- 
neers, accountants and other professional men and 
women. Above all, they need large numbers of literate 
workers. Modern factones cannot run with illiterate 
labour. 


Semi-skilled labourers are so scarce here that many local 
and foreign investors have had to turn back from several 
new fields. The trouble 1s that the totally illiterate person 
cannot even be trained to become a semi-skilled worker. 
It follows, therefore, that an industnal revolution ts 
possible only if it 1s accompanied by an equally intense 
educational revolution 


The kind of education most required in a country like 
Pakistan 1s primary and secondary, leading to technical 
expertise to fit in with the industrial requirement, not 
the high sounding, art-for-art’s-sake college education! 
To impart this kind of education, ve need a large 
number of well-trained teachers. In fact, there 1s so much 
illiteracy in this country that even if we train all our 
educated unemployed men and women rnto teachers we 
shall still fall short of the number we require 


This brings us to the first great hurdle: why would a 
majority of the matriculates, FAs, BAs, and MAs opt for 
becoming primary and secondary school teachers’ If the 
government continues to give them cosy office jobs they 
scarcely deserve, they would surely not opt for teachers’ 
yobs. If, however, pushed to the wall by the runaway 
increase in the establishment's expenses, the government 
finally decides that enough 1s enough and that no jobs 
will be available to anyone except teachers’ jobs then of 
course the genuinely unemployed will opt for these jobs 
This 1s where the strong will and firm determination of 
the government will have to be demonstrated clearly if 
the plan 1s to be implemented 


An environment will have to be created which convinces 
everyone that no other job in the gov ernment 1s available 
at least for another three years. Once the nation is taken 
into confidence by personal appeal through the media 
the government will be absolved of the responsibility of 
looking after those educated unemployed who do not 
come forward to take part in the plan. This in itself 
should be a big plus point for any political government 
In order not to jeopardise the future of those who wish 
and deserve to go into other government departments, a 
general 3-year relaxation in age should be given to those 
who compete for government jobs as and when they are 
made available after the 3-year ban 1s lifted. Thus no 
element of force or imjustice can be alleged. And of 
course the private sector 1s always open for those who 
still do not wish to become teachers even for three years’ 


The second hurdle, of course, 1s the financing. Once the 
government ts convinced that the much awaited indus- 
tnal revolution 1s not possible without education, it will 
find ways to create the necessary funds. Sources from 
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where funds may be diverted to this cause are many 
zakat and usher, bait ul maal, self-employment schemes 
grants for higher education, even an across-the-board cul 
in all other allocations 


The diversion of resources 1s amply justified by the fact 
that in the present circumstances imparting education to 
the nation 1s of the most crucial importance, more so 
because we do not want to lose the benefits of the great 
effort being made to industrialise. Given sufficient 
courage, funds can even be diverted from regular rev- 
enue and capital budgets and by postponing al! other 
projects for a penod of three years 


The plan works something like this: all the educated 
youth who come forward are recruited at a fixed stipend 
of around Rs 3000/per month, initially for a training 
period of 6 to 12 months. This can be done at the district 
headquarter level. Teacher-trainers already in private or 
government service may be given an incentive to work 
after office hours while others may be employed to work 
in the evenings. All recruits will be trained in intensive 
evening classes to be held in government and public 
sector officers which, in any case, are not utilised during 
these hours. The heads of these buildings themselves can 
be directed to arrange for the holding of classes. After all 
we are talking of an educational revolution, not a routine 
exercise’ Anyone and everyone who can must do his bit 


While school teachers are being trained, construction of 
primary schools should commence at full speed al! over 
the country so that as soon as trained teachers come out 
of the training, schools are ready to start work. More- 
over, thousands of public buridings are available after 
office hours and can easily be converted into regular 
evening schools 


The plan 1s really a crash programme to get things going 
Once the teachers’ traiing system takes off, it will turn 
into a self-propelled cycle. The trained teachers will be 
free (9 leave after two years unless they wish to continue 
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More will be trained trom the tresh graduates coming out 
of colleges. It could be made mandatory for every 
graduate to get teacher-training and to teach at least for 
one or two years before hitting the job market, including 
government vacancies of all kinds. While every student 
will be assured of the teaching job and at least Rs 3000 
per month trom day one of his passing the graduation 
exam, the nation will be assured of a regular supply of 
well-trained, willing teachers to educate every single 
ciuzen 


Most of the above may look rather impulsive and 
unpracticable, if not downright toolish. But then, we are 
even more foolish to be living in a country of utter 
illiterates and talking glibly about progressing! 


In Pakistan, less than six million out of its 16 millon 
school-age children scarcely see the door of a school 
This includes thousands of “schools” im remote areas 
which in fact, have no doors at all because they exist 
under trees. Such a country has no meht to see dreams of 


prosperity 


Out of the fortunate 6 million who have access to 
something resembling a school. more than half drop out 
within the first two years’ You don't need a calculator to 
find out what kind of persons we are preparing for our 
future. But, here, perhaps | have used the wrong word. It 
is “their” future. not “ours.” and we would rather take 
care of our own present. “Eat, drink and be merry,” say 
the wiser, more worldly, and “practical” amongst us 


They can afford to say it because their own children are 
studying abroad. What they do not realise is that this 
state of affairs cannot continue for long: the sheer weight 
of mdiculousness and unnaturalness of the system will 
bring it crashing down. And when the crash arrives, 


neither the children nor their smug parents will be able to 
shield themselves from the flying ashes and bits and 
pieces Of a once great country 




















